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Happy New Year Everyone!  

I hope you found opportunities to relax, recharge and reconnect with family, friends, 

and colleagues over the holidays. Each day begins anew and one of my “resolutions” 

for this year is to make every effort to remember that each day is in fact a new 

beginning that holds opportunity.  

As ASMC moves into the Spring we are excited to be offering our yearly professional 

seminar on April 18 at the Cleveland City Club, so save the date and look for sign up 

that will be coming soon. 

I hope to see each of you at our next luncheon.  In the meantime, stay well and 

warm! 

  Elena Baykal 

  2018-2019 ASMC President 

  Cleveland Chapter  

 

Save the Date: 

February Luncheon with Guest 
Speaker:  Julie Pfaff 

 
Date:  TBD 

Location:  AJC Building, Room 
B1 

 

 

ASMC Local PDI 

Date:  April 18, 2019 

Location:  Cleveland City Club 

More information coming 

soon! 

 

 

 

Future Meeting 

Announcements: 

 
ASMC Board Meeting on  

Wednesday, February 27, 2019 
at 3:00 pm in room 2931B. 
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ASMC National News 

 PDI 2019 in San Antonio, Texas   
 
 ASMC Newsletter:  December 2018 
 
 December 2018 Member Highlight  
 
 December 2018 Chapter Highlight 
 
 National Guard Birthday, December 13 2018 
 
...and more, check it out! 
 
 
See more Defense and Budget Financial Management Highlights on the 

ASMC website  (www.asmconline.org) 

 
Certified Defense Financial Manager (CDFM) Certification 

The CDFM remains a prestigious credential, as only 14% of the 54,000 defense financial managers currently possess it; only 3% 
also possess the CDFM-A (Acquisition) credential. For those of you considering pursuit of the CDFM, I urge you to take the steps 
to achieve this goal now! The demands of the fiscal environment over the past few years certainly indicate that knowledge and 
analytical skills across the range of FM disciplines is beneficial. The CDFM certification is fundamental to establishing a broad set 
of financial management skills. It also enables DoD and USCG leaders to be confident in hiring CDFMs or CDFM-As, knowing 
they have demonstrated initiative and drive in achieving a certification focused upon knowledge and skills directly applicable to 
requirements of positions within our profession. 

Now that the DoD FM Certification Program (DFMCP) has reached its first major milestone and over 32,000 FMers have 
achieved it, the shift from earning to maintaining the certification has begun. As a reminder, the DFMCP “recommends” and 
“strongly recommends” that FMers at Level 2 and Level 3 respectively, also obtain a “test-based” certification. The CDFM is 
among the group of test-based certifications recognized by the DFMCP, and, obviously it is the certification most closely related to 
the profession of defense financial management. Achieving a test-based certification and maintaining mandatory CPEs, are key-
stones of demonstrating professionalism and commitment to high standards. 

Whether you are at the journeyman level or an experienced defense financial manager, the CDFM Certification Program offers 
the type of recognized and prestigious credential that remains relevant, provides a solid foundation supporting professional devel-
opment, identifies you as an individual with the initiative to enhance your skills, distinguishes you as a respected professional with 
knowledge across all areas of defense financial management, and increases your employment opportunities within the public and 
private sector. 

NATIONAL NEWS 

https://asmconline.org/category/news/
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT – Chuck Sroka 

By: Shana Rose 
 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, I would like to introduce Mr. Chuck Sroka, one of 
ASMC-CL Chapter’s newest members. Chuck began his career with DFAS as 
an Accountant in Departmental Reporting for the Navy General Fund when 
he was hired in October of 2016. He recently graduated from Leaders in 
Motion (LIM) program and completed his rotation in Accounts Receivable. 
Chuck is back in Departmental Reporting on the TI-97 Reconciliation team. 
 
Chuck has a Bachelor of Science Degree in Accounting from John Carroll 
University and a Master of Science Degree in Accounting/Taxation from 
Cleveland State University. He is currently working on a Lean6 Green Belt 
Project that will help improve tracking of TI-17 and TI-97 reconciliation 
failures. 
 
He became a member of ASMC in October 2018 at the recommendation of 
the Secretary of ASMC-CL Chapter, Shana Rose. Chuck joined ASMC for 
the opportunity to network, professional development, and community 
service opportunities. 
 
Outside of work, Chuck officiates Collegiate Football, High School 
Basketball and Lacrosse. In addition, Chuck enjoys going to various sporting 
events to cheer on the Browns, Cavs, and Indians. He likes listening to Bruce 
Springsteen, U2, and Bon Jovi. Chuck has an adventurous side to him where 
he likes to ride roller coasters, bungee jump, and long walks on the beach. He 
has been known to eat a whole dozen of donuts in a single sitting. 
 
Favorite Quote: 

“Football is like life – it requires perseverance, self-denial, hard work, 
sacrifice, dedication and respect for authority.” - Vince Lombardi 
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Angel's of America's Fallen has been selected as the primary charity for the ASMC Cleveland Chapter for the 2018-2019 

program year. Our Chapter is proud to donate $100 in the name of each luncheon speaker to support this tremendous cause. 

  

Angels of America’s Fallen is a national 501(c)(3) non-profit organization founded by a retired Lt Col with 25 years of service as 

an enlisted Army field artillery canon crewman, a Marine Corps fighter pilot, and an Air Force Reconnaissance pilot. He 

created Angels of America’s Fallen in 2012 to address a gap in support he saw for the children of his fallen friends in all 

branches of the military and first responders. There was no program providing opportunities for the children to be engaged in 

healthy activities the entire year, with long term support every year of their childhood, in between initial grief counseling and 

scholarships once they became adults. Angels of America’s Fallen was designed to offer positive outlets for the children’s grief 

during the entire period of these most crucial developmental years. Our staff and board consist of individuals with a passion to 

help the children in the most impactful way we know. That is to provide them an opportunity, not a handout or a gift, but a 

chance to invest in themselves and pursue healthy activities during their entire childhood. 

For more information, please visit:  https://aoafallen.org/ 
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Hello members, 
 
Please join ASMC-CL on Mondays from 5:30-7:00 to help those in need at St. Malachi located at 2459 Washington Ave-
nue in Cleveland (just north of West 25th St. and Detroit Ave).  We will assist with set-up, serving dinner and clean-up. For 
those who would like to go above and beyond, volunteers may arrive at 4:30 p.m. to assist with tables and chairs. If you 
would like to volunteer, please email Lynn Zielaskiewicz (lynn.r.zielaskiewicz.civ@mail.mil) to request a date(s) below. Con-
firmed volunteers should meet in Saint Malachi's kitchen for instructions and ask for Marty or Pat.  
 
The mission of this ministry is to provide for the needs of the poor including nutrition and other hungers, such as the need 
for human care and concern. Saint Malachi serves a hot meal every Monday of the year to the less fortunate. For more in-
formation, please visit: http://www.stmalachi.org. 
 
ASMC-Saint Malachi Community Service Dates (through June 2019) 
*Denotes extra day of service during month for holiday dinner 
 
February 2019 
2/25 (5 volunteers) 
 
March 2019 
3/25 (5 volunteers) 
 
April 2019 
*4/22 (Easter Dinner - 10 volunteers) 
4/29 (5 volunteers) 
 
May 2019 
5/20 (5 volunteers) 
*5/27 (Memorial Day Dinner - 10 volunteers) 
 
June 2019 
6/24 (5 volunteers) 
 
 
Thank you, 
ASMC Community Service Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

shana.e.rose.civ
Rectangle
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        Bryan Conway, featured speaker for the December  
        Luncheon. 

ASMC members at the December luncheon featuring Bryan     
Conway. 
 

 

 
                                            ASMC members attending the Winter Social, at the Barley House. 
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ASMC CL Chapter President, Elena Baykal, and former     
Newsletter Editor, Dan Goliat both welcomed baby girls in 
November! 

Greetings ASMC members! 

The Cleveland Chapter and Kearney & Company are pleased to offer ONE $1,000 scholarship and ONE $500 
scholarship to two Cleveland Chapter ASMC Members currently pursuing college degrees.  Scholarships will be 
awarded based on a candidate's potential for making a meaningful contribution to government service through 
ASMC. 

To be eligible, applicants must. 
. Possess a minimum grade point average of 2.5 on a 4.0 scale. 
. Be an active member of the ASMC Cleveland Chapter. 

Scholarship applications and required documentation must be received by the close of business on Friday, Feb-
ruary 22, 2019.  No incomplete or late applications will be considered.  Please send questions and completed 
application packets to the Education & Scholarship Committee at ASMC.CL.Scholarship@gmail.com. 

Best regards, 
The Education & Scholarship Committee  

shana.e.rose.civ
Line
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Greetings ASMC members, 
 
Please join us in congratulating former Chapter President Frankie Denmeade who will be taking up the mantle of President-
Elect for the remainder of the 2018-2019 program year! 
 
Thank you to all who took time to vote in the special election, and a special thanks to nominees Shana Rose and Steve 
Morgunov for your willingness to serve the chapter. 
 
Frankie Denmeade had the honor of servicing as the President of American Society of Military Comptrollers President, 

Cleveland Chapter, 2015-2016. During her tenure our chapter received national 
recognition for our 5-Star Community Service and received an award for our 
membership intake. 
 
Frankie has been an employee with DFAS for over 30 years. Her career began in 
Indianapolis as a Computer Programmer. She has served in the roles of Military 
Pay Instructor, Financial Analyst, Supervisory Systems Manager and Executive 
Assistant (to the Director of Garnishment Operations). 
  
Frankie is currently the Executive Director of the Cleveland Federal Executive 
Board (FEB). The FEB is an inter-agency office that is responsible for educational, 
charitable and award programs. Programs such as the Wings of Excellence (WOE), 
Combined Federal Campaign (CFC), Cleveland Federal Community Leadership 
Institute (CFCLI), Cleveland Federal Employee Development (CFEDS) and the 
Tutoring Program. 
  
Frankie holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Computer Systems and a Masters’ degree in 
Education. She is a recent graduate of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 
Citizen’s Academy (May, 2018). 
  

Frankie Co-Chaired the DFAS Cleveland’s Wellness Program (with her husband) for over 8 years. They were instrumental in 
bringing the National Wellness Trophy to DFAS Cleveland, for the first time. Frankie worked as a Person Trainer/Fitness 
Instructor for the DFAS Health and Wellness Center. Her passion is running. She has ran 15 full marathons – including 3 
consecutive years finishing the Boston marathon; over 30 half marathons and many 10 and 5Ks. 
  
Frankie is married to Jason, who is the Director of DFAS’ Cleveland’s Customer Care Center; two adult children, Lauren 
and Malcolm and two grandsons, DeAndre and Dominic. 
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ASMC BOARD MEETING MINUTES  NOVEMBER 2018 

 

ASMC Board Meeting Minutes 
November 28, 2018 

Last Wednesday of the month, 3:00-4:00PM 2911G  
 

Attendees: Kari Vescio, Paul Cotton, Shana Rose, Jessica Ciccolini, Lillian Powell, Kristen Miller, Lynn Zielaskiewicz 

President 

Local PDI – Tentative date – April 23, 2019 
Bi-weekly meetings with AGA have started 

Special Election held to replace Lance Jones as President Elect 
Update By-Laws to put an emphasis on no-campaigning. Voting is anonymous under the 

assumption that only members are voting. 

Nominations 

EDFMT Course has disappeared off of the Training Dashboard   
Reached out to Kathleen Alexander for assistance 
Move proctored exams to later in the year 

Sent notice of Elsie Steffany CDFM scholarship to all members 
Closes out at the end of December 

Member Scholarship: Follow up with Keith McGill about sponsorship packages 
$1000 Corporate Sponsorship 
$500 Scholarship 

Programs 

Social to be held on 12/19  
December luncheon to also be held on 12/19 in room 1629.  Speaker still TBD 

Programs to resume handling RSVPs for luncheons 
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ASMC BOARD MEETING MINUTES DECEMBER 2018 

 

ASMC Board Meeting Minutes 
December 18, 2018 

Last Wednesday of the month, 3:00-4:00PM 2911G  
 

Attendees: Frankie Denmeade, Paul Cotton, Kari Vescio, Shana Rose, Jason Denmeade, Victoria Evans, Julie Pfaff, Lynn 

Zielaskiewicz, Lou Ockunzzi 

Nominations 

President Elect – Special Election Results; Frankie Denmeade will fill behind Lance Jones.  Need to swear her in.  
Who will swear her in?  When/Where? 

CDFM – EDFMT Course- DFAS-CL Learning and Development still working to finalize contract, hopefully by 
month-end.  Once final, will post to the DFAS training dashboard, and we’ll send an e-mail notice to 
members for their situational awareness.   

Elise Steffany Memorial Scholarship – Due Date is fast approaching (12/31); no submissions so far.  Final 
reminder to go out this week. 

Member scholarships – Applications went to members on 12/10.  Applications due 2/22/19. 

Programs 

January luncheon scheduled for 1/15 with speaker; Julie Pfaff 
Local PDI Confirmations 

Speakers are still needed 
Add Frankie to Local PDI Calls 

Community Service 

Cleveland Christian Home Drive ends Thursday 
For future drives, ensure approval from the front office is received before sending to membership; Shana 

will update Secretary notes to reflect this. 
St. Malachi Monday meal; Need the most help Christmas Eve and New Years Eve 

Shana will send out a reminder. 
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ASMC BOARD MEETING MINUTES JANUARY 2019 

ASMC Board Meeting Minutes 
January 30, 2019 

Last Wednesday of the month, 3:00-4:00PM 2911G  
 

Attendees: Elena Baykal, Lillian Powell, Jessica Ciccolini, Paul Cotton, Shana Rose, Kristen Miller, Victoria Nord, Jennifer 

Dunn, Lynn Zielaskiewicz, Kira Swanson 

President 

Local PDI – April 18th, 2019; City Club of Cleveland 
Funding was approved by the Front office for 100 attendees for Cleveland Operations 
Reach out to Paul Cotton for Speaker Suggestions 

Nominations 

Elsie Steffany scholarship nominee sent forward (Jennifer Drake) to National 
Scholarship Deadline – February 22; No-applicants as of current date 
EDFMT Course – Still tentative for May, but no updates on course availability 

On-site exams are on hold 

Programs 

January luncheon rescheduled for February due to inclement weather (same speaker) 
Ideas for March social 
Local PDI Confirmations 

Kearney & Company 
Homeland Security 

Membership 

December – 1 member; January – 3 members 
February membership drive – tentative 2/19 
National is still having an issue with renewals where the system is not producing an invoice; if anyone has that 

problem please reach out to Lillian 

Secretary 

Computer to be used for website updates  
Website cannot be edited using DFAS issued computers 

Send out Vacancies to membership 
Newsletter will be out by early next week 
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Visit Us Online At: 

http://www.asmc-cleveland.org/  

ASMC Cleveland Chapter 

http://www.asmconline.org/  

ASMC National  

  
ASMC  

CLEVELAND TIMES 
STAFF 

 
 Shana Rose — Editor 

Shana.E.Rose.civ@mail.mil 
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