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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome to a special edition of the ASMC Cleveland Times featuring the nominees for our 
Chapter's officer positions for the 2018-2019 Program Year, which runs from July 1 - June 
30. Elena Baykal will serve as Cleveland Chapter President during this time. Please review 
the candidates' biographies and submit your vote during the timeframe of April 23 - May 4 
using the link below. Elected officers will be announced at the upcoming May luncheon. 
 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CP3RVDM 
 
"A leader is one who knows the way, goes the way, and shows the way." - John C. Maxwell 
Maxwell is an American author, speaker, and pastor who has written many books, primarily 
focusing on leadership. Titles include The 21 Irrefutable Laws of Leadership and The 21      
Indispensable Qualities of a Leader. For more information, please click on the link below. 
 
http://www.johnmaxwell.com/ 
 
Good luck to all of our candidates, and I hope to see you at the next Chapter event.  
 
-John 
 

Save the Date: 

 AGA/ASMC Local PDI  

Date: April 24, 2018 

Time: 8:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 

(Registration begins at 7:15 a.m.) 

Location: Cleveland City Club  

850 Euclid Avenue Cleveland, 

OH 44114 

 
 

AGA/ASMC No-Host Social  

Date: April 24, 2018 

Time:  4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 

Location: House of Blues 

308 Euclid Avenue Cleveland, 

OH 44114 

 

 

Future Meeting Announcements: 
 

ASMC Board Meeting on  
Wednesday April 25, 2018 at 3:00 

pm in Room 2911G.  
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Lance began his Financial Management career in 2003 through his Active Duty enlistment 
in the United States Air Force.  After six years of military service he transitioned to civil 
service as a Customer Service Representative in Retired and Annuitant Pay, DFAS-CL in 
2010. Lance served as an Accountant in the Accounts Maintenance and Control (AM&C), 
DFAS-CL from 2015-2017.  Lance currently is the Branch Chief for the ERP (GF) branch 
in AM&C, DFAS-CL. Lance holds a Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration from 
American Public University System (Charles Town, WV) and a Masters of Business                
Administration (MBA) with a concentration in Accounting.  Lance has been an active 
member of the ASMC Cleveland Chapter since joining in 2010. He has served as Co-
Webmaster when the Cleveland Chapter established the website, Membership   Commit-
tee, Co-Editor on the Newsletter Committee, and currently serves as the VP of Programs.  
Lance has been formally  recognized for his outstanding service for many of the commit-
tee’s he has served with ASMC. Aside from his career, Lance   enjoys jogging, fishing, vol-
unteering at his church, and spending time with family and friends.  He also enjoys spend-
ing time hiking the trails of the Ohio Erie Canal Way.  Lance has been   married to Shan-
non for 14 years and has two children: Hayden (daughter – age 10) and  Colton (son – age 
5).   

SANDY MORGAN 

Agile isn't just a job for Sandra, "Sandy" Morgan; it is a LIFESTYLE of commitment to ex-
cellence and continuous improvement. A DFAS employee since 2010, Sandy currently 
serves as an Agile Coach and Mentor for software development teams in         Information 
& Technology. When she is not leading others to Agility, she supports a high visibility pro-
ject called Navy Fund Balance with Treasury (NFT) where she is often assigned to and vol-
unteers for leadership roles in testing, training, and the    coordination of tasking.   
 
Prior to her role as an Agile Coach, Sandy served as a Financial Systems Specialist in System 
Operations, a Retired Military  Training Instructor, and a Lead Military Pay Technician in 
Retired and Annuitant Pay. She is an active member of the ASMC since May 2017, a recent 
member of the ASMC Membership Committee, and a recent graduate of the DFAS Leaders
-In-Motion (LIM) Program. Sandy also holds degrees from Columbia Southern University 
and Cuyahoga Community College with a     Bachelor in Business Administration- Finance 
and an Associates of Arts. Additionally, Sandy has earned several certifications          includ-
ing:  Certified Defense Financial Manager (CDFM), Financial Management (FM) Level 2, 
CompTIA Security +, and Lean 6 Green Belt.  
 
Currently, she is working towards earning the Acquisition Certification, an extension of the CDFM certification.  Sandy enjoys 
leading others to find their own successes whether personally or professionally…even her new English Labrador, Eli! She is    
fearless and never satisfied with her own personal growth and development, which is why she accepted the nomination of      
President-Elect for the Cleveland Chapter of ASMC.  Her enthusiasm and determination for self-development and growth are      
contagious among her peers and cause a ripple effect that kicks others into high gear! 



CANDIDATE FOR VICE PRESIDENT—MEMBERSHIP  
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Lillian Powell is an Accountant at Defense Finance and Accounting Service (DFAS) in Au-

dit Support (AuS). Currently, she is in the Leaders in Motions (LIM) program and will com-

plete the two year program in June 2018. Lillian joined DFAS in January 2010 as a custom-

er service representative (CSR) for Retired Military and Annuitant Pay (R&A) Call Center. 

Throughout her DFAS career, Lillian has worked in various areas including Civilian Pay, 

Retired & Annuitant Pay Customer Call Center,    Military Pay, and a LIM rotation assign-

ment in Internal Review (IR).  

Lillian has a bachelor’s degree in Accounting & Financial Management and a minor in 

Communication from Hiram College. Also, she has an Arts & Science associate degree 

from Cuyahoga Community College. Lillian is currently pursuing the Certified Defense 

Financial Management (CDFM) Certification. 

She has been an active member of American Society Military Comptroller (ASMC) since 

August 2015. Currently, Lillian is the Vice President (VP) of Membership and led eight 

membership committee members for 2017-2018.  Also, she has served on the membership 

committee for two years prior to being elected VP of Membership. She recruits and speaks 

to prospective members about joining the ASMC Cleveland Chapter and the benefits this 

elite organization has to offer its members. Lillian looks    forward to the new opportunities 

to continue her involvement in the ASMC Cleveland Chapter and further develop her     

leadership skills.  

Lillian has volunteered for ASMC at St. Herman’s and St. Patrick’s, Make-A-Wish Foundation, Autism Speaks, the American 

Cancer Society-“Making Strides against Breast Cancer”, and the Alzheimer’s Association, and various community services 

throughout the Cleveland community. She believes giving back to the community is fulfilling and a humbling experience     

because she has a chance to make a difference by helping others.  

In her free time, Lillian enjoys gardening, photography, fishing, art therapy, genealogy, the theater, sports, and spending time 
with her family and friends. 

 

 

 

LILIAN POWELL 
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CANDIDATE FOR VICE PRESIDENT— PROGRAMS 

Paul Cotton gained employment with DFAS- Cleveland in March of 2014, when he began 
his career as a Customer Service Representative in the Customer Care Center. After leaving 
the Customer Care Center he went on to work as a Military Pay Technician in Retired and 
Annuity Pay. Paul is a seven year U.S. Army Veteran, who finds it rewarding to serve mili-
tary  retirees from all branches of service and carrying out their wishes for their families. 
Shortly after joining DFAS, Paul became a member ASMC which has been instrumental to 
his personal growth and professional development. In the last 2 years he has served as a 
member of ASMC’s Programs and Luncheon sub committees, and looks forward to volun-
teering more of his time to take on greater responsibilities for the Chapter. Paul holds an 
Associate’s in Business Management from Draughons Junior College in Clarksville, Tennes-
see and Bachelors of Science Degree in Business Management from the University of Phoe-
nix.  

PAUL COTTON 

CANDIDATE FOR VICE PRESIDENT— NOMINATIONS 

Jessica Ciccolini joined DFAS Cleveland in 2008 as an Accounting Technician in Ac-

counts Payable.  After completing the LIM program, she served as a Contingency Planner 

within the Site Support Office, then as an audit liaison in Disbursing           Operations.  

She currently works as a Management Support Specialist within the DFAS Cleveland 

Directors’ Office. 

Jessica has been a member of ASMC since November of 2010.  She has served in a variety 

of capacities within the Cleveland Chapter, including Newsletter Committee member, 

Executive Assistant to the President, President-Elect, President, and Vice President of 

Nominations. 

A graduate of Lee University with a Bachelor of Arts in Sociology, she has also earned the 

Certified Defense Financial Manager (CDFM), Associate Business Continuity Planner 

(ABCP), and DoD Financial Management certifications. 

Outside of the office, Jessica enjoys spending time with her husband, Michael, and their family and friends.  Jessica and      
Michael recently expanded their family; their first child, Embry Rocco, was born in February 2018.  Once adjusted to her new 
role as a mother, she plans to partake in her previous hobbies, which include bicycling, hiking, reading, and spoiling her     
puppy, Sully.   

JESSICA CICCOLINI 



CANDIDATES FOR TREASURER 
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Steve Morgunov's birthplace was Kharkiv a city in northeast Ukraine.  Steve was raised by a Jewish 
family while growing up as teenager during the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, also known as 
Soviet Union.  This is how Steve was able to see firsthand and experience a country obtaining its 
independence from the Soviet Union while living through its worst recession and first revolution. 
Steve and his family immigrated to the United States to New York City which Steve found to be        
magnificent and later settling in Cleveland, Ohio where the family had friends and relatives. 
 
At the age of 15, Steve started high school when he and his family moved west to Cleveland from 
New York City.  At age 16, on top of his high school duties, Steve enrolled in a new vocational 
pilot program through the local community college. Steve graduated from high school with a two-
year electronics engineering certificate, and re-enrolled full time to obtain an associate's degree in 
business administration. A year later, Steve went to aviation school and got his pilot license while     maintaining a career 
within the hospitality industry performing customer service and retention.  In 2014 while dealing with misfortunes involving 
personal health, a future in aviation became more and more less likely.  As a result, Steve began to   focus on different indus-
tries and found his home within Federal Government in 2015 in an entry-level position in the     customer service center and 
gone back to school to continue to complete his bachelor's degree. 
 
Steve also participates as a philanthropist focusing on the public good and quality of life. Between 2002 to 2007 Steve      
devoted much of his time doing volunteer work for the United Nations to raise funds for the United Nations Children's 
Fund (UNICEF), United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), and the UN Women and International Labor Organization 
(ILO). In 2009 and 2010, Steve continued this work for the Americans with Disabilities (ADA) and Human Rights         
Campaign (HRC). From 2013 to present, Steve has been involved with the Cuyahoga EITC Coalition - The Cuyahoga 
Earned Income Tax Credit to build better solutions to help low income families get out of difficult financial situations and 
restore financial prosperity. 

STEVE MORGUNOV 

Kari Vescio is an Accountant in the Leaders in Motion program in Audit Readiness, 
and became a member of the ASMC in December 2016.  Kari is currently pursuing a 
Master’s Degree in Business Administration from Franklin University.  She started her 
career with DFAS Cleveland in August 2009 then transferred to DFAS Rome in July 
2010.  She then transferred back to DFAS Cleveland in July 2014 during this time she 
worked in Accounts payable the entire time up until April 2016 when she entered the 
Leaders in motion program.  Kari and her Husband Brad have been married for eight 
years and have two beautiful daughters, Gianna (6) and Alexis (2).  Kari strives herself 
on hard work, multi-tasking and completing all tasks assigned in a timely manner.  Kari 
is interested in being Treasurer for ASMC because she wants to  further develop her  
leadership skills and personal development as well as continue to network.  She takes 
pride in serving the customers and mission here at DFAS Cleveland, and is looking for-
ward to running for Treasurer for the ASMC.       

KARI VESCIO 



 

 

CANDIDATE FOR SECRETARY 
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Shana Rose has been with DFAS since 2007, and currently works as a 
Supervisor in Departmental Reporting in Accounting Operations. In 
her role, she works with her team to assist Audit Readiness with TI-97 
reconciliations, and the Navy with their Financial Statement Report 
Compilation efforts.  Shana has been a member of ASMC since 2008, 
has formerly served as the Treasurer, and is the current acting Secretary. 
She has her Masters of Business Administration from Cleveland State 
University with an emphasis in Accounting, and is also a Certified De-
fense Financial Manager. Outside of work she loves to volunteer at the 
Cleveland Food Bank, and the Cleveland Animal Protective League as a 
foster for cats, kittens, and special needs rabbits. She also stays active by 
playing volleyball several times a week. Shana is always looking for new 
challenges, and would love to continue to serve as the Secretary for our 
members. 

SHANA ROSE 

     
    *******VOTING REMINDER!******* 
 

Voting for the ASMC Cleveland 2018/2019 Officer positions will begin April 23, 2018 and end May 4, 2018.   
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CP3RVDM 
 

Elected officers will be announced to the ASMC Cleveland membership at the May 2018 Chapter luncheon. 
 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CP3RVDM
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Visit Us Online At: 

http://www.asmc-cleveland.org/  

ASMC Cleveland Chapter 

http://www.asmconline.org/  

ASMC National  

  
ASMC  

CLEVELAND TIMES 
STAFF 

 
 Daniel Goliat — Editor 

Daniel.S.Goliat.civ@mail.mil 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  

COMMITTEE MEMBERS  

Membership Committee   LCDR Brad Braunaugh 
Membership Committee   Jim Caywood 
Membership Committee   Jane Mullins 
Membership Committee   Perlita Arnold 
Membership Committee   Lucinda Holden 
Membership Committee   Seung (Jay) Choi 
Education/Scholarship Committee  Julie Coghlan 
Education/Scholarship Committee  Kari Vescio 
Education/Scholarship Committee  Kelsey Zifzal 
Treasurer Committee    Dana Malone 
Treasurer Committee    Gerald Whitsett 
Treasurer Committee    Kelsey Zifzal 
Luncheon Committee    Paul Cotton 
Luncheon Committee    Stan Foster 
Special Events Committee   Ashley Platko 
Community Service Committee   Jessica Huff 
Community Service Committee   Ryan Serne 
Community Service Committee   Rechelle Williams 
Community Service Committee   Frankie Denmeade 
CDFM Committee     Kira Swanson 
CDFM Committee     Brenda Banks-Hammonds 
CDFM Committee    Jason Ward 
Military Liaison Committee   Dominique Bray 
Marketing Committee    VACANT 
Local PDI     Lance Jones 
Webmaster Committee   LCDR Brad Braunaugh 
 

President      John Giammo 

President-Elect    Elena Baykal 

Vice President—Membership   Lillian Powell 

Vice President—Programs   Lance Jones 

Vice President—Nominations   Jessica Ciccolini 

Treasurer     Matt Pfarr 

Secretary      Shana Rose 

Past Presidents’ Advisory Board  Lou Ockunzzi Frankie Denmeade 

    Jessica Ciccolini Jason Denmeade 

    Jaclyn Donadio Bryan Conway 

     

http://www.asmc-cleveland.org/
http://www.asmconline.org/

