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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
Greetings ASMC members! 

 

This special edition of the ASMC Cleveland Times introduces 

you to the nominees for our Chapter’s  officer positions. I high-

ly encourage you to read through the bios  provided here before 

you submit your votes for future officers.   

 

Reminders: 

 Voting for the 2016/2017 program year Chapter officers 

runs from May 18—25. Use this link to submit your vote 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KY8MWDD 

 

Upcoming events: 

 Please join ASMC for its May luncheon featuring Ms. Tracy White, DFAS-CL Director of Audit Readiness.   

 Wednesday, May 18, 2016 
 11:30 AM-1:00 PM 
 AJC Federal Building Room 1627    
 $9 for ASMC Members/$10 for  
 

 Please join us for our Spring Social Event on Wednesday, May 18 from 4:00-7:00 p.m. 

Winking Lizard 
1301 East Ninth Street 
The Galleria at Erieview  
Cleveland, OH 44114 

 
I look forward to seeing you at these events! 

Lou Ockunzzi 

ASMC Cleveland Chapter President 

Save the Date: 

 
ASMC Luncheon  
 on Wednesday, 
 18 May 2016  

In AJC Federal Building Room 
1627    

 
ASMC Spring Social  

 on Wednesday, 
 18 May 2016  

At Winking Lizard (Galleria) 
 

CDFM Exam Module 3 
 on Thursday, 
19 May 2016  

 
St. Herman's Volunteer  

Opportunity  
on Tuesday, 24 May 2016  

 

Future Meeting Announcements: 
 

ASMC Board Meeting 
On Wednesday, 25 May 2016 at  

3:00 pm in room 2911G. 
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John Giammo began his career in Retired and Annuitant Pay in 2008 as a contractor with 
Lockheed Martin. He then became a permanent employee with DFAS-CL when the con-
tract returned to the government in January 2010.  Besides Retired Pay, John has held 
positions in Civilian Pay and in Audit Readiness. He currently serves as an Accountant in 
Systems Operations, which is part of Customer Support/Services (CS/S). Academic 
achievements include a Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration from Kent State 
University and a Master of Business Administration (MBA) degree from Cleveland State 
University. In addition, John has obtained the CompTIA Security+, Certified Defense 
Financial Manager (CDFM), Financial Management (FM) and Toastmasters Competent 
Communicator (CC) certifications. John is a member of the current Cleveland Federal 
Community Leadership Institute (CFCLI) class and will graduate from the program in 
June 2016. John has been an active member of the ASMC Cleveland Chapter since join-
ing in 2011, serving three and a half years as the Marketing Coordinator, two years on the 
Newsletter Committee and as the Vice President of Programs this past fiscal year.  He also 
received the Chapter’s Member Scholarship for academic excellence in 2012, while pursu-
ing his Master’s degree.  

Outside of DFAS, John enjoys watching sports, working out, watching movies, traveling, 
Cedar Point and spending time with family and friends. He is a passionate fan of the 
Browns, Cavs, Indians and Buckeyes. 

LILLIAN POWELL 

Lillian has been employed with Defense Finance and Accounting Service (DFAS) since 2010 and currently works in 
Civilian Pay. Also, she has worked for Retired & Annuitant Pay prior to her current positon.  Lillian has a bachelor 
degree in Accounting/Financial Management from Hiram College.  

She joined ASMC in the summer of 2015 and enjoys being active with the chapter.  Since joining ASMC, Lillian 
served as a Membership Committee member and contributed to ideas on how to increase membership through re-
cruitment of new members and how to get inactive members to come back to the organization.  Lillian also looks 
forward to the opportunity to be more involved in the chapter.  

She believes it is important to support social causes that are dear to one’s heart.  Lillian has volunteered for the 
American Cancer Society-“Making Strides against Breast Cancer”, Autism Speaks and Alzheimer’s Association. She 
enjoys gardening, photography, saltwater fishing, traveling, plays and musicals.   

CANDIDATES FOR VICE PRESIDENT—MEMBERSHIP 
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Lieutenant Commander Bradley Brunaugh is the Comptroller 
and Base Operations Department Head at U. S. Coast Guard 
Base Cleveland. He is responsible for providing regionalized 
logistics, property and accounting support services to the 
Ninth Coast Guard District – the Coast Guard’s operational 
commander in the Great Lakes. 

Lieutenant Commander Brunaugh holds a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in Management from the U. S. Coast Guard Acad-
emy and a Masters of Business Administration from the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame. He is a member of the Association of 
Government Accountants (AGA) and the American Society of 
Military Comptrollers (ASMC). He is 

actively pursuing the Certified Government Financial Manager 
(CGFM) certification. 

Lieutenant Commander Brunaugh has served on three cutters 
including most recently as the Commanding Officer of 

USCGC TYBEE (WPB 1330) based in Woods Hole, MA. 

He has 13 years of active duty service and has earned several awards including three Coast Guard Commendation 
Medals, the Coast Guard Achievement Medal, the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal and the Humanitarian Ser-
vice Medal. 

In his free time, Lieutenant Commander Brunaugh enjoys spending time with family, playing golf and fitness activi-
ties. Lieutenant Commander Brunaugh is married and has three children – Adelaide (6), Cecilia (4) and Brendan 
(2). The Brunaughs are expecting their fourth child in September. 

LIEUTENANT COMMANDER 
BRADLEY BRUNAUGH 

U. S. COAST GUARD BASR CLEVELAND 



CANDIDATES FOR VICE PRESIDENT—MEMBERSHIP Continues 
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 In March 2016, DeWayne Arnold was appointed to his current position as the Branch Chief, SOT Reconciliation, 
Departmental Reporting, Treasury Division. He is an accomplished and effective financial manager offering 25+ 
years of success within the DoD financial community. He has demonstrated high performance in a multitude of 
roles involving finance, operational management, and accounting while serving in the Air Force and at Defense 
Finance and Accounting Service. Previous roles include Navy Accounting Ombudsman, Director of Disbursing, 
Executive Assistant, Financial Specialist, Budget Officer, Flight Chief of Financial Analysis, and Resource Advisor. 
In all those leadership positions he provided sound program management, outstanding leadership, and clear direc-
tion.  

Additional Information  

Education  

Master of Business Administration, 2013  

University of Phoenix – Yokota AB, Fussa, Tokyo, Japan  

Bachelor of Science in Business Management, 2002  

University of Maryland – Yokota AB, Fussa, Tokyo, Japan  

Associate of Arts in Accounting, 2002  

University of Maryland – Yokota AB, Fussa, Tokyo, Japan  

Associate’s Degree in Financial Management, 2000  

Community College of the Air Force  

Community Associations  

American Society of Military Comptrollers – Active Member  

- Held position of Treasure for Rising Sun Chapter  

Certifications  

• Certified Defense Financial Manager CDFM (Sep 2015)  

• Lean6 Green Belt (Jun 2015)  

• DoD FM Certification Level 2 DFMCP2 (Nov 2014) 

 

 

 

ARNOLD DEWAYNE 



Page 5 

ASMC CLEVELAND TIMES  
Page 5  

CANDIDATES FOR VICE PRESIDENT— PROGRAM 

Earl Stanley Foster joined Defense Finance and Accounting Service in the 
Cleveland Customer Care Center in November, 2012 where he currently 
serves as a Lead Contact Center Representative. He graduated from Indiana 
with an MBA in Finance in 1978 and a BBA in Accounting from the Universi-
ty of Cincinnati in 1976. 
Upon graduation he joined Merrill Lynch as an Account Executive where he 
earned President Club status in his first year of full time production. He spent 
20 plus years in the Financial Services business before pursuing his true passion 
of developing Real Estate. During his years as a Developer he completed 
several projects resulting in hundreds of new apartments units financed using 
Section 42 Tax Credits and several medium sized commercial office buildings 
yielding thousands of dollars in Historic Rehab Credits. 
Earl Foster has served his community as member of the following Boards of 
Director, Big Brothers Big Sisters of America (National Board), United Way of 
Greater Cincinnati, Crimestoppers of Greater Cincinnati, President of Walnut 
Hills Evanston Medical Center board and President of Northern Kentucky 
Community Center board to name a  few. 
Earl Stanley Foster believes in participating fully at home, work and in his com-

EARL STANLEY FOSTER 

JACQUELINE LYNN MCKOWN 

I started with DFAS in 2013 working as a Member Care Representative part-time 
then going to full time until December of 2015 on which I was appointed the 
position of Accounting Technician for the Disbursing Department of DFAS.  Just 
recently, I was promoted to Lead Accounting Technician for Disbursing.  Prior to 
joining DFAS I worked in the private sector employed with a Privately Owned 
Company working as an Executive Administrative Officer for over 15 years.  
Looking to learn new things and interested in the Insurance industry, I started 
working part-time with Nationwide Insurance and have been there now 8 years.  
While working full time and raising a family with two children, I found time to 
squeeze in some Business Classes and Accounting Courses locally.  On weekends 
starting in April and ending in October (weather permitting) we go camping and 
fishing up at Port Clinton, Ohio and the surrounding Islands.  I have been a 
member of ASMC since starting with DFAS in 2013. 
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CANDIDATES FOR VICE PRESIDENT— NOMINATIONS 

Jessica Ciccolini joined DFAS Cleveland in 2008 as an Accounting Technician in 
Accounts Payable.  After completing the LIM program, she served as a Contingency 
Planner within the Site Support Office.  She currently works as a Financial Manage-
ment Analyst within Disbursing Operations. 
 
Jessica has been a member of ASMC since November of 2010.  She has served in a 
variety of capacities with the Cleveland Chapter, including Newsletter Committee 
member, Executive Assistant to the President, President-Elect, and President.   
A graduate of Lee University with a Bachelor of Arts in Sociology, she has also 
earned the Certified Defense Financial Manager (CDFM) and Associate Business 
Continuity Planner (ABCP) certifications.  
 
Outside of the office, Jessica enjoys spending time with her husband, Michael, and 
their families and friends.  Hobbies include bicycling, hiking, reading, and spoiling 
her puppy, Sully. 
 
 

JESSICA CICCOLINI 

SHIRLEY MAKI 

Shirley Maki serves as the current Branch Chief of the Miscellaneous 
Commands General Ledger team in Accounts Maintenance and 
Control. She has over twelve years of dedicated government service. 
Throughout her DFAS career, Shirley has served an active role in 
many directorates and committees to complete several major projects 
and events. Shirley obtained both her Bachelors of Science in Ac-
countancy Degree (2010) and Master of Business Administration 
Degree (2014) from Indiana Wesleyan University. Between degrees, 
Shirley received her Lean6 Green Belt (2011) and Certified Defense 
Financial Manager (2013) certifications. After receiving her educa-
tion, Shirley attended the Cleveland Federal Community Leadership 
Institute where she was provided professional development and com-
munity service training. As a 2015 CFCLI Alumni, Shirley continues 
to promote the program to her peers. 

In her personal life, Shirley is passionate about spending time with 
her husband and three children in her hometown of Brunswick, 
Ohio. When time allows, she loves to participate in community 
sports and events. She also cannot turn down a good book. Above all, Shirley values God, her family and the pur-
suit of growth, both personally and professionally.  
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CANDIDATES FOR TREASURER 

Hello my name is Ms. Karen Poteat.  I hold a Bachelor of 
Arts Degree in Accounting with a Minor in Business Man-
agement from Notre Dame College.  Prior to working at 
DFAS, I spent sixteen years in the banking industry.  Starting 
out as a part-time teller, then working my way up to head 
teller, and eventually became Assistant Banking Center Man-
ager.  

Then I decided to switch to the public sector and was hired 
by DFAS as an Accounting Technician in Systems Opera-
tions in October 2007.  In 2010, I was promoted to a higher-
level technician position in Accounts Receivable (AR).  
While in AR, I earned my Lean6 Green Belt certification by 
completing a team project involving STARS process models, 
specifically system access.  Most notably, I was selected for 
the Leaders in Motion Program (LIM) program in October 
2014 and I’m currently an Accountant in the Account 

Maintenance & Control (AM&C) mission area on the JAMKE team.  Currently I am a part of Black Belt team 
project.  And finally, I received my Financial Management (FM) certification on October 16, 2015.   

When I joined ASMC in 2011, my intent was to join a professional organization.  After researching the various 
options, I decided that ASMC was my best choice.  ASMC gives me the opportunity to come together with an Ac-
countant/Financial body for the sole purpose of networking and gaining knowledge from other professionals at 
monthly Chapter meetings.  I also like how ASMC provides volunteer opportunities in various communities.  In 
fact, I have taken my membership a step further by supporting the Scholarship and Luncheon Committees during 
the past years. 

I am the wife of a retired DFAS-CL employee, a mother of three boys, and grandmother of two.  When not spend-
ing time with family, my hobbies include watching drama and comedy movies.  Besides movies, I enjoy cooking, 
baking, and taking walks in the park during the summer.  I also volunteer with several ministries at my church by 
ushering and feeding the hungry.  

Finally, my favorite quote is, “One’s attitude will reflect one’s leadership potential.” 

KAREN POTEAT 
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CANDIDATES FOR TREASURER-Continues 

Kira Swanson has been part of DFAS-CL since September 
of 2009, working as an Accountant in the Accounts 
Maintenance & Control (AM&C) department where she 
processes items, including Unmatched Transactions 
(UMTs), 2036 reconciliations for the Navy and Standard 
Business Transactions (SBT) compilations.   

In November 2014, Kira joined ASMC and served on the 
Cleveland Chapter’s Certified Defense Financial Manage-
ment (CDFM) committee this past fiscal year. 

Kira holds a Bachelor of Business Administration degree 
in Accounting from Cleveland State University and a Mas-
ters of Business Administration (MBA) degree from Ash-
land University.   

She also obtained the CDFM certification in June of 2015 
and Financial Management (FM) Certification in Decem-
ber of 2015.  

Outside of work, Kira enjoys reading English and Russian 
literature and would like to work in linguistics someday, as 
she is fluent in all aspects of the Russian language.  Kira 
also likes working out at the gym including the on-site 
zumba, cardio, and muscle-strength classes.  Finally, she 

loves cooking, baking, and spending time with her daughter.  

KIRA SWANSON 



 

 

CANDIDATES FOR SECRETARY 

Page 9 

ASMC CLEVELAND TIMES  

ELENA BAYKAL 

 
Elena joined ASMC in the fall of 2011 and she enjoys being active with the Chapter. Elena has Master’s in Ac-
countancy from Cleveland State University.  Previously worked for a CPA firm and joined DFAS in the summer 
of 2009.  She has worked in different areas of DFAS while in the LIM program and learned a lot about culture 
and the daily business of DFAS.  Currently, Elena works in Systems Operations, where she enjoys bringing to live 
innovative ideas and likes to meet new people on different projects.  Outside of work, Elena enjoys traveling and 
eating tasty cuisines.   

Shana Gronostaj has been with DFAS since 2007, and currently works 
in Departmental Reporting in Accounting Operations.  In her role, 
she works with her team to produce quarterly financial statements for 
the Navy, as well as reporting monthly to Treasury.   
 
Shana has been a member of ASMC since 2008, and formerly served 
as the Treasurer.  She has her Masters of Business Administration from 
Cleveland State University with an emphasis in Accounting, and is also 
a Certified Defense Financial Manager.  When not planning for her 
upcoming wedding, she loves to volunteer at the Cleveland Food 
Bank, and tries to stay active by playing volleyball several times a week.   
 
Shana is always looking for new challenges, and would love to serve as 
the Secretary for our members.  

SHANA GRONOSTAJ 

 
           *******VOTING REMINDER!******* 
 

Voting for the ASMC 2016/2017 Officer positions will begin May 18, 2016  and end May 25, 2016.   
 

Elected officers announced to ASMC Cleveland Chapter members on May 26, 2016. 
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