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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
 
 
Greetings ASMC members! 
 
This special edition of the ASMC Cleveland Times features 
the nominees for our Chapter’s officer positions. Please 
review the candidates' bios and be sure to vote for our fu-
ture officers! 
 
Reminders: 
Voting for the 2017/2018 program year Chapter officers 
runs from April 24 — May 5. Use this link to submit your 
vote https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2QT3R23 
 
Upcoming events: 
 
ASMC Cleveland Chapter and ASMC Buckeye Chapter for a VTC broadcasted luncheon (**bring 
your own lunch**), featuring keynote speaker Mr. Jonathan Witter, DFAS Deputy Director for Strate-
gy and Support. 
 Date:  Wednesday, May 3, 2017 
 Time:  11:30 AM to 1:00 PM 
 Place:  The event will be broadcasted via VTC in the AJC Building, Room 2603 (the Coast 
Guard Conference Center). 
 
May joint luncheon with AGA featuring Ms. Teresa McKay, Director of DFAS.   
 Date: Wednesday, May 24, 2017 
 Time: 11:30 AM-1:00 PM 
 Place: DoubleTree by Hilton Cleveland Downtown - Lakeside 
 Cost: $15 for ASMC/AGA Members/$16 for Non-Members 
 
Spring Social Event at Progressive Field to watch the Cleveland Indians take on the Cincinnati Reds. 
 Date: Thursday, May 25  
 Time: At 6:00-10:00 p.m. 
 Place: Progressive Field, Club Seating, which includes an all-exclusive buffet including non-
alcoholic beverages with access to a bar.   
 Cost: $50, payment due by May 1st. 
 
 
I look forward to seeing you at these events! 
Bryan Conway 
ASMC Cleveland Chapter President 

Save the Date: 

 
ASMC VTC Luncheon 

Featuring Mr. Jonathan Witter 
DFAS Deputy Director for Strategy 

and Support 
Wednesday May 3, 2017 

11:30 AM—1:00 PM 
Room 2603 

 
 

ASMC Joint Luncheon 
Featuring Ms. Teresa McKay 

Director of DFAS 
Wednesday  May 24, 2017 

11:30 AM—1:00 PM 

DoubleTree Hotel 

 

ASMC Spring Social 

Cleveland Indians Game 

Thursday May 25, 2017 

6:00 PM—10:00 PM 

Progressive Field 
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Elena joined ASMC in the fall of 2011, and serving her fifth year as a Secretary. She enjoys 

being active with the Chapter and contributes her volunteer time to the Cleveland Chap-

ter’s success. Elena has Master of Accountancy from Cleveland State University.  Elena pre-

viously worked for a CPA firm and joined DFAS in the summer of 2009.  She has worked 

in different areas of DFAS and learned a lot about culture and the daily business of DFAS.  

Currently, Elena works in Systems Operations, where she enjoys bringing to life innovative 

ideas and likes to meet new people on different projects.  Outside of work, Elena enjoys trav-

eling and eating tasty cuisines.   

KARI VESCIO 

Kari Vescio is an Accountant in the Leaders in Motion program in Au-
dit Readiness, and became a member of the ASMC in December 2016.  
Kari is currently pursuing a Master’s Degree in Business Administration 
from Franklin University.  She started her career with DFAS Cleveland 
in August 2009 then transferred to DFAS Rome in July 2010.  She then 
transferred back to DFAS Cleveland in July 2014 and worked in Ac-
counts payable the entire time up until April 2016 when she entered 
the Leaders in motion program.  Kari and her Husband Brad have been 
married for seven years and have two beautiful daughters, Gianna (5) 
and Alexis (1).  They are currently building a house in Columbia Sta-
tion, and they are excited for their oldest daughter to start kindergarten 
in the fall.  Kari strives herself on hard work, multi-tasking and complet-
ing all tasks assigned in a timely manner.  Kari is interested in being 
President-Elect for ASMC because she wants to further develop her 
leadership skills and personal development as well as continue to net-
work.  She takes pride in serving the customers and mission here at DFAS Cleveland, and is looking forward to run-
ning for President-Elect for the ASMC.       
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Perlita Arnold joined DFAS Cleveland in 2016 as a LIM in Audit Readiness.  Prior to 

that, she worked as a supervisor in charge of three departments: Travel Pay, Civilian 

Pay, and the Cashier Cage for the Department of Veterans Affairs in Albany, New 

York.  Before joining the government, she worked for Central Texas College-Asia Divi-

sion in-Japan.  She served as the director of business logistics, and was in charge of mul-

tiple sites including Guam, Korea, Okinawa, Iwakuni, and the Yokota Asia Division.  

Perlita has been an active member of the ASMC Rising Sun, Japan chapter since 2008 

and switched her membership to the Cleveland chapter in 2016.  In addition to her ASMC membership, she 

has been an active member of a couple other organizations.  She’s been a Filipino and American Club (Fil-AM) 

member since 1999 and held the position of Treasurer for two years. Perlita has also been an active member of 

Yokota Strides running club, and she has volunteered for several other organizations, including, Asian Pacific 

Heritage and 374 Comptroller Associations, just to name a few.  She is a graduate of the University of Mary-

land, University of College Asia Division with a Bachelor in Business Administration and an Associate in Ac-

counting. 

Perlita enjoys spending time with her husband, DeWayne, who is also an ASMC member.  She also loves 
spending time with her two daughters.  

PERLITA ARNOLD 

Jane Mullins joined DFAS in 2015. She currently works in IT as a programmer in Defense 

Department Reporting System – Audit Financial Statements (DDRS - AFS).  Jane has a bach-

elor of science in Computer Science from Virginia Tech. Prior to joining DFAS, she was a 

project manager and team leader for IBM and a web application developer at Goodyear.  

Jane joined ASMC shortly after joining DFAS and has served on the membership Committee 

this year.   She has enjoyed learning about DFAS through the LIM program and volunteering 

on the Cleveland Rock Star Nominations Committee, as a CFC keyworker, a CFC event 

leader, the Feds Feeds Families and the social committee.   As an active LIM, she has assisted with strategic coun-

cils, LIM graduation, Mrs. McKay town halls and as mentor to other LIMs.  She is currently working on an IT 

certification in Agile and a green belt project. 

Outside of DFAS, Jane spends much time with her two teenage boys and many wonderful childrens’ organiza-
tions in the area such as:  soap box derby, state science and engineering fairs, boy scouts, and soccer.  Jane sup-
ports her church and community in volunteerism through a variety of opportunities such as “Walk for a Cure”, 
Haven of Rest (homeless shelter), Metroparks, and fostering animals. 

JANE MULLINS 
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Lillian Powell joined Defense Finance and Accounting Service (DFAS) in 2010. 
Previously, she worked as a government contractor in Retired Military and An-
nuitant Pay (R&A) for Lockheed Martin Information Technology. During her 
career at DFAS, Lillian has worked in different areas including Military Pay, 
R&A Pay Call Center/Customer Care Center, Civilian Pay, and now Audit 
Readiness (AuR).   
 
Lillian obtained her bachelor’s degree in Accounting & Financial Management 
and a minor in Communication from Hiram College. In addition, she holds an 
associate degree in Arts & Science from Cuyahoga Community College.  In 
2016, she started her new position as an Accountant in Audit Readiness under 
the Leaders in Motion (LIM) program.  
 
She has been an active member in American Society Military Comptroller 
(ASMC) since August 2015 and served on the Membership Committee for the 
past two years.  Lillian participated in membership drive events that allowed her 
to speak with prospective members about ASMC and what an elite organization 
they will be joining.  She looks forward to the opportunity to become more in-

volved within the Cleveland Chapter. 
  
Lillian has volunteered for Autism Speaks, Alzheimer’s Association, the American Cancer Society-“Making Strides 
against Breast Cancer”, and ASMC community service. She believes that giving back to the community is self-
fulfilling and motivating for her.  
Also, she enjoys traveling, photography, gardening, fishing, attending the theater, and spending time with her family 
and friends.  

 

 

 

LILIAN POWELL 
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CANDIDATES FOR VICE PRESIDENT— PROGRAMS 

Lance began his Financial Management career in 2003 through his Active Duty en-
listment in the United States Air Force.  After six years of military service he transi-
tioned to civil service as a Customer Service Representative in Retired and Annuitant 
Pay, DFAS-CL in 2010. Lance is currently serving as an Accountant in the Accounts 
Maintenance and Control (AM&C), DFAS-CL.  

Lance holds a Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration from American Public 
University System (Charles Town, WV) and a Masters of Business Administration 
(MBA) with a concentration in Accounting.   

Lance has been an active member of the ASMC Cleveland Chapter since joining in 
2010. He has served as Co-Webmaster when the Cleveland Chapter established the 
website, Membership Committee, Co-Editor on the Newsletter Committee, and cur-
rently serves on the local PDI sub-committee.  Lance has been formally recognized for 
his outstanding service for many of the committee’s he has served with ASMC. 

Aside from his career, Lance enjoys jogging, fishing, volunteering at his church, and spending time with family and 
friends.  He also enjoys spending time hiking the trails of the Ohio Erie Canal Way.  Lance has been married to 
Shannon for 13 years and has two children: Hayden (daughter – age 9) and Colton (son – age 4).   

LANCE JONES 

RECHELLE WILLIAMS 

Rechelle Williams joined DFAS in 1991 as a temporary in the Debt Collection Depart-

ment.  Rechelle is currently working in Military Pay Operations, Field Services Divi-

sion, as a Financial Systems Specialist.  Rechelle is a certified Lean6 Black Belt, and has 

been a member of ASMC since 2014, serving on the Community Service Committee.   

While working full time and raising a family, Rechelle earned a B.B.A in Organization-

al Management from Tiffin University and a MS in Positive Organizational Develop-

ment (MPOD) from Case Western Reserve University, Weatherhead School of Man-

agement. Other certifications include: Certified Lean6 Black Belt, Emotional and So-

cial Competency Inventory (ESCI) Accreditation, Developing Leadership Through 

Emotional Intelligence, Appreciative Inquiry in Positive Business and Society Change.  

Rechelle is the Principle Consultant for “The Party in the Box” and “Rechelle Recycle Reuse”, Chairperson for the 
Children’s Aid Program and classroom volunteer for Junior Achievement.  In her free time, Rechelle enjoys scour-
ing the racks in vintage clothing boutiques, upcycling her curb side finds into treasures and party planning and de-
sign. 



Page 6 

ASMC CLEVELAND TIMES  
Page 6  

CANDIDATES FOR VICE PRESIDENT— NOMINATIONS 

Jessica Ciccolini joined DFAS Cleveland in 2008 as an Accounting 

Technician in Accounts Payable.  After completing the LIM pro-

gram, she served as a Contingency Planner within the Site Support 

Office, then as an audit liaison in Disbursing Operations.  She cur-

rently works as a management support specialist within the DFAS 

Cleveland Directors’ Office. 

Jessica has been a member of ASMC since November of 2010.  She 

has served in a variety of capacities with the Cleveland Chapter, 

including Newsletter Committee member, Executive Assistant to 

the President, President-Elect, President, and Vice President of 

Nominations.   

A graduate of Lee University with a Bachelor of Arts in Sociology, 

she has also earned the Certified Defense Financial Manager 

(CDFM), Associate Business Continuity Planner (ABCP), and DoD 

Financial Management certifications.  

Outside of the office, Jessica enjoys spending time with her husband, Michael, and their families and friends.  Hob-
bies include bicycling, hiking, reading, and spoiling her puppy, Sully. 

 
 

JESSICA CICCOLINI 
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CANDIDATES FOR TREASURER 

Kristen Bendzuck joined DFAS Cleveland in 2015 as a Leader in Mo-
tion working as an Information Technology Specialist within DCAS 
(Defense Cash Accountability Systems). Since joining DFAS Kristen has 
worked in the Front Office, supporting the Site Director’s staff meet-
ings, assisting in site wide projects as well as leading campaigns such as 
Harvest for Hunger and Feds Feed Families. Kristen enjoys new chal-
lenges and approaches every task with passion and dedication. Kristen 
has assisted in the planning and execution of the Cleveland Strategic 
Counsel in 2016 & 2017. Kristen has assisted in various site wide events 
such as, Bring your Child to Work Day 2016 & 2017, Wings of Excel-
lence 2016 & 2016 and helped those events by planning, executing and 
keeping track of money. 
 
Kristen currently works in Reduce Legacy Systems as an IT project man-
ager; studying to get her Project Management Professional Certification. 
A Graduate from the University of Cincinnati with a Bachelor's degree 
in Communication and Information Technology, Kristen is a Bearcat at 
heart. Kristen also earned her Green Belt in 2016. 

 
Outside of the office, Kristen enjoys spending time outdoors with her Fiancée, Clayton as well as hanging out with 
family and friends. Currently Kristen is attending night class to earn her Master's in Business Administration with 
a concentrate in Managerial Systems from the University of Baldwin Wallace.   Expected graduation date is May 
2018.  
 
Hobbies include, bicycling, hiking, reading, walking my dogs and volunteering to help the Boys and Girls club of 
Cleveland in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) activities. Kristen is easy to approach and al-
ways willing to help. 

KRISTEN BENDZUCK 
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CANDIDATES FOR TREASURER‐ConƟnued 

Chief Warrant Officer 2 Matthew Pfarr enlisted in the Marine Corps in 2003 and 

was assigned as a Disbursing Technician.  During his enlisted career, he served as a 

separations pay clerk, auditor, travel clerk, Lead Defense Travel Administrator, ad-

ministrative analyst, and travel auditor.  In 2013, he attended Warrant Officer Basic 

Course and was reassigned to be a Finance Officer.  He currently serves as the Depu-

ty Disbursing Officer of DSSN 6102 in Disbursing Operations at DFAS Cleveland.  

He is responsible for preparing fiscal documents and reporting to treasury.  He en-

joys serving others and has volunteered as a Suicide Awareness Trainer and Uni-

formed Victim Advocate. 

He joined ASMC to broaden his defense finance experience and learn from the fi-

nancial expertise of fellow professionals.  He currently serves on the Education/

Scholarship Committee.  He earned a Bachelor degree in Business Administration from Park University and is 

Financial Management (FM) certified.  He is currently pursuing Certified Defense Financial Management (CDFM) 

Certification. 

He has experience serving as treasurer for various organizations to include a Marine Corps Ball Fund in 2007, 

Stuttgart Semper Fi Fund from 2008-2011, and the Warrant Officer Basic Course Fund in 2013.  He also person-

ally managed over $100,000 of cash and negotiable instruments while on two deployments to Iraq and Bahrain.  

In his free time, he enjoys playing card games, running, reading, writing music, serving in his church, and spend-
ing time with family.  He is married with two children and one more on the way in May. 

MATTHEW PFARR 
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JESSICA RIVERA 

Jessica Rivera worked for DFAS Cleveland Customer Care Center as a Cus-
tomer Service Representative from 2013 through 2014.  Then she accepted 
an opportunity to work for the Social Security Administration in Lakewood 
as a Service Representative from 2014 through 2016.  After completing her 
Master's Degree, MBA with concentration in Information Systems Manage-
ment, she decided to return to DFAS.  She was hired under the Leaders in 
Motion Program in January 2017 and currently works as an IT Specialist in 
the Information & Technology Department. 
 
She joined ASMC back in 2013 and is ready to meet new people, share her 
ideas and talent, and gain knowledge from her DFAS peers. 
 

Jessica is self-motivated, kind, organized and very responsible.  Outside of work she enjoys spending time 
with her daughter, husband, and friends.  Her favorite pastimes are dancing and singing.   

Shana Rose has been with DFAS since 2007, and currently works in Departmental 
Reporting in Accounting Operations.  In her role, she works with her team to pro-
duce quarterly financial statements for the Navy, as well as reporting monthly to 
Treasury.  Shana has been a member of ASMC since 2008, and formerly served as 
the Treasurer.  She has her Masters of Business Administration from Cleveland 
State University with an emphasis in Accounting, and is also a Certified Defense 
Financial Manager.  Outside of work she loves to volunteer at the Cleveland Food 
Bank, and has recently started fostering kitten through the Cleveland APL.  She 
also tries to stay active by playing volleyball several times a week.   
 
Shana is always looking for new challenges, and would love to serve as the Secre-
tary for our members. 

SHANA ROSE 

    *******VOTING REMINDER!******* 
 

Voting for the ASMC 2017/2018 Officer positions will begin April 24, 2017  and end May 5, 2017.   
 

Elected officers will be announced to ASMC Cleveland Chapter members on May 12, 2017. 
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Visit Us Online At: 

http://www.asmc-cleveland.org/  

ASMC Cleveland Chapter 

http://www.asmconline.org/  

ASMC National  
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Daniel.S.Goliat.civ@mail.mil 

 

Laura Asriyan 

Laura.Asriyan.civ@mail.mil 
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