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T d PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

VP—Nominations

Greetings ASMC members!
Candidates for Treasurer 6
Candidates for 7
Secretary

This special edition of the ASMC Cleveland Times introduces you
Chapter Management 8 to the nominees for our Chapter’s officer positions. I highly encour-

age you to read through the bios provided here before you submit

your votes for future officers.

Save the Date: Reminders:

e Voting for the 2015/2016 program year Chapter officers runs

AGA/ ASM%PDég?SThurSdaV’ from April 15—24. https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/KNJSGKH
7 May
at City Club of Cleveland e  Registration is open for the Front Steps Run/Walk for Home
8:00am-4:30pm

5k at the Cleveland Metroparks Zoo , the Chapter’s annual 5k
run/1 mile walk! Saturday, 30 May, 8:30 AM, at the Cleveland

ASMC Cleveland Chapter Annual Metroparks Zoo.
5K Race/1 Mile Walk on Saturday, . R . . .
30 May 2015 at 8:30 am at the All event proceeds will benefit the ASMC’s Spring 2015 charity of interest, Front Steps

Cleveland Metroparks Zoo. (www.frontstepsservices.org).

Upcoming events:
Future Meeting Announcements: p g

o  We will be co-hosting a 1-day Professional Development Institute (PDI) with the local chapter of

ASMC Board Meeting o .
On Tuesday, 28 April 2015 at the Association of Government Accountants (AGA) on Thursday May 7, at the City Club of
3:00 pm in room 2911G. Cleveland.

*  DFAS Cleveland Operations employees wishing to attend will be asked to
complete a Survey Monkey on IDC by April 17. Final attendance approval will be vet-
ted by
DFAS-CL management.
*  DFAS Non - Cleveland Operations employees wishing to attend please use your area’s
procedures for submitting an external training request.
*  Non-DFAS ASMC members will register via the AGA Cleveland Chapter’s website
http://agacleveland.org/pdc.

*"The ASMC Times is the newsletter
of the Cleveland Chapter of the
American Society of Military Comp- I look forward to seeing you at these events!
trollers. Views expressed herein do
not nece.ssarily reflect Fhose ?f federal Frankie Denmeade

agencies. Items for inclusion are
welcome and should be sent to:
ASMC Cleveland Chapter, P.O. Box ASMC Cleveland Chapter President
99907, Cleveland, Ohio 44199-0907.
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CANDIDATES FOR PRESIDENT ELECT

BRYAN CONWAY

Bryan Conway works as a Program Analyst with DFAS-Cleveland I&T. Prior to
joining DFAS 7 years ago, Bryan was employed as a Workers Compensation
Claims Examiner with the Department of Labor, an attorney in private practice,
and a Financial Supervisor with General Motors. Bryan also served 3 years in the
US Army. He is a native of Flint, Michigan.

Bryan has earned college degrees in Operations Management (BBA, University of
Michigan), Management (MS, Kettering University), and Law (JD, Cleveland State
University). He is Project Management Professional (PMP), Certified Defense Fi-
nancial Manager (CDFM), CompTIA Security, and Lean6 Green Belt certified.
Bryan is a 2009 graduate of the Cleveland Federal Community Leadership Insti-
tute (CFCLI). He has been an ASMC member for over 5 years and serves as the
Project Management Committee member, a position he created.

Bryan has had a lifelong interest in wellness, is a Certified Personal Trainer (CPT),
and is a councilman on the DFAS Corporate and Cleveland Wellness Councils.
His hobbies include playing chess, reading, running, weightlifting, and scuba div-
ing. Bryan married his wife, Theresa, in 2005, and has two sons, Braham and Brayden.

JOHN GIAMMO

John Giammo began his career in Retired and Annuitant Pay in 2008 as a contractor with Lock-
heed Martin. He then became a DFAS employee when the contract returned to the government in
January 2010. In addition to Retired Pay, John has held positions in Civilian Pay and in Audit
Readiness. He currently serves as a Systems Accountant in Systems Operations.

Academic achievements include a Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration from Kent State
University and a Master of Business Administration (MBA) degree from Cleveland State University.
In addition, John recently achieved the Certified Defense Financial Manager (CDFM) certification
and is presently pursuing the Security+ Certification.

John has contributed to the DFAS mission by serving as the Project Lead at DFAS-CL for the Cele-
brate and Share: Event 1, and the Support Organization Q&A Session: Event 2 in 2014. He cur-
rently serves as the Co-Program Manager for the DFAS-CL Rock Star Awards.

John has been an active member of the ASMC Cleveland Chapter since joining in 2011 and has served three years as the Mar-
keting Coordinator and as a member of the Newsletter Committee. He also received the Chapter’'s Member Scholarship for
academics in 2012.

Outside of DFAS, John enjoys working out, watching movies, traveling, volunteering at the Cleveland Food Bank and spending

time with family and friends. He is an avid fan of the Browns, Cavs, Indians, and Buckeyes too.




CANDIDATE FOR VICE PRESIDENT—MEMBERSHIP

JAMES CAYWOOD

Let me first thank you for taking the time to read about yours truly. Secondly, allow me
to thank the ASMC for giving me this opportunity to be considered for the office of Vice
President - Membership. I believe I can and will do an excellent job if elected to that
position as my job with DFAS, as ADR Specialist, provides me a unique opportunity to
interact with employees in order to recruit them as new ASMC members.

After an a happy and comfortable childhood in Euclid, OH, I matriculated from Musk-
ingum College in New Concord, OH with a BA in Political Science. Next, was law

school at the University Of Dayton School Of Law.

Having live in Dayton for three (3) years afforded me the opportunity to become a Major
Felony Crimes Unit litigator at the Clark County Public Defender Office in Springfield,
OH. Five years and two (2) capital murder trials later, I returned to Euclid to open up
my own private practice of law, specializing in criminal defense work and real estate law (I
rented office space from a small, local real estate sales office and, in return for real estate
law work I paid reduced rent).

Several years later the law firm of Sweet, Caywood and Associates was born in which I
pooled my talents and shared costs with another local Euclid attorney. At this time I

began playing volleyball on a regular basis at various racquet clubs in the area. Soon I
was approached by one of my clients to assist in the formation of a volleyball league in

order to regulate the calibers of skills more accurately. So, in 1985, I became the co-
founder and Vice President of the Greater Cleveland Volleyball Association (GCVA) headquartered at the Back Wall Racquet
club in Eastlake. OH. The GCVA organized and ran a multitude of different, mainly indoor, volleyball leagues for adults.

My real estate practice spawned a relationship with a real estate investment firm in which my eviction skills were honed. My
successful prosecutions of the eviction cases compelled the firm, the SM] Growth Corporation, to offer me a position as Sales
and Acquisitions Director and Legal Counsel as a paid employee. As having only one party to chase for pay was much easier

than chasing multiple clients for my fees, I quickly accepted the offer. Thus began the real estate portion of my career.

After several years of locating, rehabbing, and selling mainly single family residences, the firm branched out into multi-family
units. Negotiations with sellers and lenders became the new focus of my duties. It was after the conclusion of financing negoti-
ations with a lender for a sixty (60) unit apartment building that the lender, Geauga Savings Bank in Newbury, OH, offered me
an opportunity to create a commercial lending department for it. Five (5) years later, after growing the commercial lending
department to a total of four (4) members and millions of dollars in fee generation for the bank, a local mortgage broker with
whom I dealt offered me the opportunity to enhance my income by continuing to generate commercial loans while receiving
larger fees for me.

I then created the Commercial Lending arm of the Harvard Mortgage Corporation of Chesterland, OH. When I had in-
creased its commercial lending twenty (20) fold, I decided it was time to run my own mortgage brokerage firm. After applica-
tion, I was selected by the second (2™) largest mortgage brokerage firm in the country, Metropolitan Mortgage, to start and
manage a local office in Chesterland, OH. At its peak, the office had five (5) full time mortgage loan officers and two (2) part
timers. Then it was 2006.

For everyone not in the mortgage business, the real estate crash occurred in 2008. Those of us in the business saw the hand-
writing on the wall in late 2006 when previously approved loans were rejected. When paying my own health insurance premi-
ums became difficult, DFAS appeared on the scene.




JAMES CAYWOOD (CONT.)

]

I assisted a DFAS accountant obtain a loan for a very difficult mixed use property. While getting the loan, I learned all about
an LES, benefits, leave, holidays and the rest which were mainly unobtainable in the private sector. In August 2007 I applied
for a part-time term position in the Call Center for two (2) reasons. First, medical insurance was provided at a very reasonable
rate. Second, the job only required four (4) hours a day which left me with time to continue my mortgage brokering activities.
So, on Presidents’ Day 2008, [ began my federal employment.

Garnishment Operations took me out of the Call Center August 2011. My position as the ADR Specialist began on 1 Decem-
ber 2013. I joined the ASMC in 2014 and the rest, as they say, is history.

Such is the story of my humble working career. I have enjoyed my work career, it has just been the consistently getting paid
part that has been not so much fun. But with DFAS that is not the case because if the government doesn’t have enough mon-
ey to cover my LES; it will just print some more!

Vote (early and often) for me to be the next ASMC, Cleveland Chapter, Vice President for Membership.

CANDIDATE FOR VICE PRESIDENT— PROGRAMS

SVIATLANA ALEXANDER

Sviatlana Alexander started her government career in December 2008 as
Administrative Technician to the Comptroller at the Recourses Directorate
in US Africa Command. She advanced her career as Executive Assistant for
deputy director of Security cooperation in US Europe Command. She
joined DFAS Cleveland in April 2012 and currently supports Director of

Accounting Operations.

She joined ASMC in January 2013 and has been active member on a Social

Events Committee.

Sviatlana is a Military Spouse, been married to her husband Randy for 15 years and has two sons: Nikolai (14) and Demitri
(11). She enjoys practicing Martial Arts, crafts and traveling around the world.
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CANDIDATES FOR VICE PRESIDENT— NOMINATIONS

RECHELLE WILLIAMS

Rechelle Williams joined DFAS in 1991 as a temporary in the Debt Collection Depart-
ment. Rechelle is currently working in Military Pay Operations, Field Services Division, as
a Financial Systems Specialist. Rechelle is a certified Lean6 Black Belt, and has been a

member of ASMC since 2014, serving on the Community Service Committee.

While working full time and raising a family, Rechelle earned a B.B.A in Organizational
Management from Tiffin University and a MS in Positive Organizational Development
(MPOD) from Case Western Reserve University, Weatherhead School of Management.
Other certifications include: Emotional and Social Competency Inventory (ESCI) Accredi-
tation, Developing Leadership Through Emotional Intelligence, Appreciative Inquiry in
Positive Business and Society Change and is currently working toward obtaining her Pro-

ject Management Professional (PMP) Certification.

Rechelle is the Principle Consultant for “It’s in the Bag Coaching”, author of the “Career
and Style Advocate” blog, Girl Scout Troop Leader and classroom volunteer for Junior Achievement. In her free time,

Rechelle enjoys scouring the racks in vintage clothing boutiques and converting her curb side finds into treasures.

LAWRENCE WALTON

Larry has been active with the Cleveland Chapter of ASMC since
joining in 2011, most recently on the education/scholarship commit-
tee. He has over 13 years’ experience in DoD Financial Management
made up of 8 years’ experience as a Non Commissioned Officer in
the Air Force and over 5 years’ experience at DFAS - Cleveland. He
is currently a Financial Systems Specialist in the Customer Call Cen-
ter. Larry has held an accountant position in the manufacturing in-
dustry in Akron along with a staff accountant position in a CPA firm

in New Hampshire.

He has served in a variety of leadership positions ranging from Presi-

dent of the Board to Treasurer on various non-profit boards.

He earned his CDFM in April 2011 and holds a Bachelor’s of Science
in Finance from Walsh University along with an Associates of Applied Science in Accounting from New Hampshire Vocation-
al Technical College.
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CANDIDATES FOR TREASURER

LANCE JONES

Lance began his career in Financial Management in 2003 with his Active Duty en-
listment in the United States Air Force. After six years of military service he transi-
tioned to civil service as a Customer Service Representative in Retired and Annui-
tant Pay in 2010. He currently serves as a Paralegal Specialist for the Garnishment
Operations Directorate.

Lance achieved a Bachelot’s degree in Business Administration from American Pub-
A lic University System (Charles Town, WV) and recently completed the final compre-
hensive exam for his Master of Business Administration (MBA) with a concentra-
tion in Accounting. His expected conferral date is May 15, 2015 for his MBA-
Accounting. Lance has been an active member of the ASMC Cleveland Chapter
since joining in 2010. He has served as Co-Webmaster when the Cleveland Chapter
established the website, Membership Committee, and currently serves as Co-Editor
on the Newsletter Committee. Lance has been formally recognized for his outstand-
ing service for many of the committee’s he has served with ASMC. While in Retired
and Annuitant Pay, Lance was awarded the Cleveland Federal Executive Board
Wing of Excellence Award for his contributions and leadership toward the Interac-

M| tive Customer Evaluation (ICE) implementation for the department.

Aside from his career, Lance enjoys jogging, fishing, volunteering at his church, and
spending time with family and friends. He also enjoys spending time hiking the
trails of the Ohio Erie Canalway. Lance has been married to Shannon for 11 years and has two children: Hayden (daughter -
age 7) and Colton (son - age 2).

TONI BLEVINS

Ladies and gentlemen, meet Ms. Toni Blevins. Toni began her federal career with
DFAS in 2007 as an Accounting Technician in the Accounts Receivable department.
She briefly served as a Lead Technician before being selected for the Leaders-In-
Motion (LIM) program in 2010. Upon graduation from the LIM program, Toni was
permanently placed in Audit Readiness, where she is currently part of the Federal
Information System Controls Audit Manual (FISCAM) team.

Toni graduated from Bowling Green State University in 2003 with a Bachelor’s de-
gree in Business Administration/Finance. In May 2014, Toni graduated from Cleve-
land State University with a Master of Business Administration (MBA) degree with a
focus on Accounting.

Toni became a member of ASMC in March 2014 and currently serves on the Educa-
tion/Scholarship Committee. She also earned her Certified Defense Financial Man-
ager (CDFM) certification this month.

In her spare time, Toni enjoys spending time with family, friends, and her loveable

dog Bailey. Besides decorating cakes, crocheting, and fishing, she likes attending

sporting events, concerts and events at Playhouse Square.
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CANDIDATE FOR SECRETARY

ELENA BAYKAL

Elena joined ASMC in the fall of 2011 and she enjoys being active with the Chapter. Elena has Master’s in Accountancy from
Cleveland State University. Previously, Elena worked for a CPA firm and joined DFAS in the summer of 2009. She has
worked in different areas of DFAS while in the LIM program and learned a lot about culture and the daily business of DFAS.
Currently, Elena works in Customer Support Services, where she enjoys bringing to live innovative ideas and likes to meet
new people on different projects. Outside of work, Elena enjoys traveling and eating tasty cuisines. She appreciates every-
thing and everyone that life sends her.

ASMC Chapter Run/Walk for Home 5k.

The ASMC Cleveland Chapter to Support the Front Steps Run/Walk for Home 5k at the Cleveland Metroparks

Zoo

The American Society of Military Comptrollers (ASMC) Cleveland Chapter is supporting the Front Steps Run/
Walk for Home 5k, on Saturday, May 30, 2015, at the Cleveland Metroparks Zoo. The registration fee ($27 pre-
registration; $30 on event day, with family pricing available) includes a tshirt, admission to the Zoo and Rainforest,
and breakfast. All event proceeds will benefit the ASMC’s Spring 2015 charity of interest, Front Steps
(www.frontstepsservices.org).

Please register under the Team Name: DFAS-Cleveland. **The event is in need of volunteers**, so if you are able
to assist, please email Bryan Conway at bryan.w.conway.civ@mail.mil. Please see the event website at http://

www.zapevent.com/listactivities.aspx’eventid=7044 for more details.

Front Steps Housing and Services (formerly Transitional Housing, Inc.) is a non-profit organization located in Ohio
City, whose mission is to provide individuals and families who are mentally disabled and/or economically disadvan-
taged in Cuyahoga County with permanent supportive housing and lifelong solutions to increase self-sufficiency
and independence.

FrreVOTING REMINDER/*##%**
Voting for the ASMC 2015 Officer positions will begin April 15, 2015 and end April 24, 2015.

Elected officers announced to ASMC Cleveland Chapter members on May 1, 2015.
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