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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  

To the ASMC Cleveland Chapter: 

This year has gone by in a blink of an eye.  I have enjoyed being 

President of such a great chapter with outstanding people.  It has 

been a great year! 

As I look back on the year on what we’ve done, I’m quite 

impressed and feel good about passing the baton to the next 

President. 

Just to highlight our year…. 

We added a new event in the area of education by hosting our first financial seminar with College 

Now.  It was a huge success and we’ve had many requests to bring it back in the next program year.    

We created an ASMC LinkedIn Page. 

We were very active in our community:  Walk for Wishes at the Zoo; serving dinner at St. Herman’s 

House of Hospitality and St. Patrick’s Hunger Center; assisted in distributing food at the Cleveland 

Food Bank; gave toys to the Children’s Aid Program (CAP) for Christmas; participated in the 5K 

race benefiting the Front Step Housing and Services; and donated fans to St. Herman’s. 

We’ve hosted monthly luncheons, with fantastic speakers, giving participants the opportunity to 

earn their CPEs.  

We’ve hosted CDFM training and testing - encouraging and assisting members to get their 

certification. 

At the National PDI in New Orleans, we received the 5-Star Chapter Award and the award for 

Outstanding Community Service. 

All of the great things that we’ve done could not have been done without faithful members.  To the 

officers and board members, thank you for your support from Day 1.  I really appreciate you. 

Have a wonderful summer! 

Frankie 

Future Meeting Announcements: 
 

ASMC Board Meeting on  

Tuesday, 28 July 2015 at 3:00 pm 

in room 2911G.  
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By: B. Lance Jones III 

The National American Society of Military Comptrollers (National ASMC) PDI was held on May 27-29, 2015 in the host city New 

Orleans, Louisiana. Defense Financial Managers congregated for this three day event to enhance their resource management 

knowledge and skills, as well as share the best practices toward meeting the diversified fiscal challenges in today’s public business 

environment. The National ASMC PDI theme was marching forward, with the central focus on the business environment. The  

workshops and educational opportunities fulfilled continuing education credits and allowed for professional networks to blossom.  

The ASMC Cleveland Chapter was represented well by our Chapter President, Frankie Denmeade and Board Officers, Laura Farrell, 

Charvez Walker, and Elena Baykal. The Cleveland Chapter was awarded Community Service award for exceeding the required hours 

toward our community service events. The Cleveland Chapter was also awarded the distinguished Five Star Award again this year! The 

board thanks you for your continued support in this Chapter! 

Many of you remember our long time friend, co-worker (now retired DFAS employee) and active member in the ASMC Cleveland 

Chapter, Ms. Cathy Furr. Cathy was excited to retire and move back to her home town of New 

Orleans and was happy to volunteer for this year’s National PDI. We continue to wish our 

friend, colleague (retired), and chapter member the best in her retirement!  
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COMMUNITY SERVICE  

Saint Herman’s House of Hospitality 

 

By: John Giammo 

 

Founded in September 1977, St. Herman’s has provided over 35 years of 

service to the poor and homeless population in Ohio City.  At any given 

time, St. Herman's can shelter up to 28 men in their main house, and an 

additional 12 men in a recently acquired neighboring property which 

serves as a Transitional House.   

 

Unfortunately, the old homes lack air conditioning, and can be extremely 

warm during the summer months.  To combat the heat, the ASMC 

Cleveland Chapter collected nearly $300 in donations, which was used to 

purchase 11 oscillating floor fans.  These fans were then donated to Saint 

Herman’s during a volunteer night on June 10th.  On a monthly basis, 

ASMC Cleveland Chapter members volunteer to plate and serve dinner, as well as clean 

dishes and tables afterwards.  In 2014, an incredible 75,830 meals were served by Saint 

Herman’s.  Thank you to all who donated funds to support this wonderful cause!  To 

learn more about Saint Herman’s, please visit:  http://sainthermans.com/.  

 

For more information about volunteering at Saint Herman’s, please contact ASMC 

Cleveland Chapter member, Jessica Huff, at jessica.l.huff20.civ@mail.mil.                                                        

         House Manager, Roy and Director, Paul Finley  

 

 

On a rainy Saturday morning, 246 participants and volunteers came together to support the 

Front Steps Run/Walk for Home 5K at the Cleveland Metroparks Zoo on May 30th. 116 

runners finished the 5K race, while 130 individuals completed the 2-mile walk.  The top three 

overall finishers in the 5K Male and Female Divisions were awarded trophies and had their 

picture taken with Ms. Sherri Brandon - Executive Director of Front Steps.  Winners of each 

respective male and female age group also had their picture taken with Ms. Brandon and were 

awarded a small plaque.  All paid participants 

received a burgundy t-shirt, admission to the 

Zoo and Rainforest, and breakfast.   

 

The ASMC Cleveland Chapter designated 

Front Steps as its Spring 2015 charity of interest 

and assisted during the event.  Special 

recognition goes out to ASMC Cleveland 

Chapter Project Manager, Bryan Conway, who 

represented the Chapter and coordinated the ASMC Cleveland Chapters volunteers with 

Maggie Byrne, Development Director of Front Steps.  Volunteers included:  Toni Blevins, 

Lynn Zielaskiewicz, Shana Gronostaj, Jessica Ciccolini, John Giammo, Kristen Miller, Karen 

Poteat and Tevin Acoff (Karen’s son). 

 

Saint Herman’s House of Hospitality/The Front Steps Run/Walk for Home 5K 

The Front Steps Run/Walk for Home 5K 
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Front Steps Housing and Services (formerly Transitional Housing, Inc.) is a non-profit 

organization located in Ohio City, whose mission is to provide individuals and families who are 

mentally disabled and/or economically disadvantaged in Cuyahoga County with permanent 

supportive housing and lifelong solutions to increase self-sufficiency and independence.  For 

more information, please visit:  http://www.frontstepsservices.org/  

 

 

 

 

Final Race Results: 

 

In the Male Division, Davis Filippell earned first place overall with a time of 17:25, while Cody 

Flowers finished second, and Henry Goodnough came in third place.  

 

Male Division winners in the corresponding age groups were as follows:  Colin Lucas (14 and 

under), Isaac Korb (15-19), David Filippell (20-29), Henry Goodnough (30-39), Bryan Conway 

(40-49 with Sherri Brandon), Brian Ninnick (50-59) and Wayne Cainey (60 and over).  In 

addition, ASMC Cleveland Chapter member, Terrell Williams, participated and finished #84 in 

the race. 

 

In the Female Division, Olivia Delia took top overall honors at 23:13, Monika Gross claimed 

second, and Jess Brady finished in third place. Female Division winners in the corresponding age 

groups were as follows:  Sophia Keiss (14 and under), Mary Cawley (15-19), Olivia Delia (20-29), Moira Mackay (30-39), Diana 

Ciryak (40-49), Donna Scarl (50-59) and Bubby Filippel (60 and over).  GSA employee, Diana and DFAS-CL employee, Donna are 

shown below with Sherri Brandon.  In addition, Donna's daughter, Francesca, participated in the race and finished 31st overall.   
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Last week the Army announced its plan to further reduce force structure in 2016 and 2017 and cut troop  

strength by another 40,000 by 2018. The plan would also involve the reduction of 17,000 army civilian employees. 

Force structure cuts “will best posture a smaller Army to meet global commitments,” according to a press release. These cuts will 

involve reductions in headquarters, cuts to brigade combat teams and enabler and generating forces, changes to operational force 

designs, and changes as a result of the Aviation Restructure Initiative. 

 

Headquarters reductions will focus on headquarters commanded at the two-star and above level. The number of Army Brigade 

Combat Teams (BCTs), about 4,000 soldiers each, will drop to 30 in FY2017 down from a wartime high of 45. Two BCTs (Fort 

Benning, GA and Joint-Base Elmendorf-Richardson, Alaska) will convert into maneuver battalion task forces (about 1,050 soldiers 

each) by 2017. (Read full story.) 

 

See more Defense and Budget Financial Management Highlights on the ASMC website (www.asmconline.org). 

• FY2016 DoD Appropriations bill stalls in the Senate 

• Senate passes FY2016 Defense Authorization bill  

• Senate Appropriations Committee approves FY2016 DoD spending bill  

 

 

Army reveals plan to reduce force structure and cut 40,000 troops 

 

PDI 2015 

Many thanks to all those who participated in PDI 2015 in New Orleans.  With over 2500 attendees, it was a very successful 

training and development event.  Our sincere congratulations to the ASMC Award Winners – we are proud of you! 

For those individuals who participated in mini-courses and completed the online evaluations, CPEs have been delivered to the 

email associated with your PDI registration.  Emails providing access to your individual DoD FM Certification program direct 

credit certificates were also distributed this week. 

 

Having trouble finding all your notes from the PDI sessions? Worry no more – the PDI presentation slides are available 

here.  Note that this provides access to mini-course and workshop presentation files only.  For information regarding Virtual 

PDI, see below. 

 

Virtual PDI 2015 

For those who attended PDI 2015, access to Virtual PDI was included in the PDI 2015 registration fee. For those who were 

unable to attend PDI 2015, Virtual PDI allows individuals to earn CPEs towards the CDFM program for $99 (approximately 

$1 per available CPE/CET) and is available here.  

 

Participation in Virtual PDI allows you to self-certify CPE/CETs for the CDFM Program, however, based upon DoD policy, 

participation in Virtual PDI does not provide direct credits toward meeting DoD FMCP requirements. 

 

PDI 2016 

Save the Date!  We are pleased to announce that PDI 2016 will be held June 1-3 in Orlando, Florida. Stay tuned as more info 

will be available soon! 
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By: John Giammo 

Ladies and gentlemen, meet Karen Poteat.  Karen holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree 

in Accounting with a Minor in Business Management from Notre Dame College.  

Prior to working at DFAS, Karen spent sixteen years in the banking industry.  

Starting out as a part-time teller, Karen worked her way up to head teller, and 

eventually became Assistant Banking Center Manager.  

Karen then decided to switch to the public sector and was hired by DFAS as an 

Accounting Technician in Systems Operations in October 2007.  In 2010, she was 

promoted to a higher-level technician position in Accounts Receivable (AR).  

While in AR, Karen earned her Lean6 Green Belt certification by completing a 

team project involving STARS process models, specifically system access.  Most 

notably, Karen was selected for the Leaders in Motion Program (LIM) program in 

October 2014 and is currently an Accountant in the Account Maintenance & 

Control (AM&C) mission area on the JAMKE team.  Karen is also part of another 

Green Belt team project, which involves analyzing Defense Casualty Analysis 

System (DCAS) errors and omissions.  Finally, she is pursuing her Financial 

Management (FM) certification.   

When Karen joined ASMC in 2011, her intent was to join a professional 

organization.  After researching the various options, Karen decided that ASMC 

was her best choice.  She believes ASMC gives her the opportunity to come 

together with an Accountant/Financial body for the sole purpose of networking 

and gaining knowledge from other professionals at monthly Chapter meetings.  

Karen also likes how ASMC provides volunteer opportunities in various 

communities.  In fact, Karen has taken her membership a step further by 

supporting the Scholarship and Luncheon Committees during the past year. 

Karen is the wife of a retired DFAS-CL employee, a mother of three boys, and 

grandmother of two.  When not spending time with family, Karen’s hobbies 

include watching drama and comedy movies.  Besides movies, she enjoys cooking, 

baking, and taking walks in the park during the summer.  Karen also volunteers 

with several ministries at her church by ushering and feeding the hungry.  

Finally, Karen’s favorite quote is, “One’s attitude will reflect one’s leadership 

potential.” 

Member Spotlight - Karen Poteat 
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ASMC Board Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday June 23, 2015 

3:00-4:00PM 2911G 

 

Attendees: Frankie Denmeade, Jason Denmeade, Charvez Walker, Kimberly Bennett, Amanda Preis, Zachary Bendzuck, Sviatlana 

Alexander, Khemeo Sahye, Greg Scruggs, John Giammo, Shellice Forrester, Denise Glover, Toni Blevins, Lance Jones. 

President 

Grateful to be part of the team. 

Attended National ASMC PDI, received 5 Star recognition and exceptional community service awards. 

Proud of everyone for contributing to chapter’s success. 

Recognized officers for their work. 

Nominations/Scholarship 

SOP for new officer will be ready to pass the duties. 

Scholarship winner will be announced. 

Working on how to award a member. 

CDFM 

Working on CDFM training for 2016 year. 

Membership 

229 members as of today. 

Will pass SOP to new officer. 

Program 

Next luncheons in July date TBD.  

Next Summer Social is in August date/venue TBD.  

Community Service 

July 18th at the Cleveland MetroParks Zoo for the 23rd Annual Medical Mutual Cleveland Walk for Wishes. 

July 7th to help serve meals to those in need at St. Patrick's Hunger Center 

Raised money to buy 11 fans for St. Herman’s. 

Marketing 

Worked on the article for IDC about walk for wishes event.  

Submitted pictures for Comptroller magazine.   
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Treasury 

Will be providing a Q4 Financial Report in early July, after the fiscal year ends on June 30th.   

Currently working on compiling Q4 documentation in the financial binder and it should be ready to be reviewed by a CPA by 

the end of July.  Planning to ask Chuck Frazzin if he can review since he did a really great job last year and seemed willing 

to help again.  

Will ensure the 990 federal tax form gets completed by the deadline. 

Meeting with new Treasurer to review Treasurer duties. 

Paperwork to transfer the NFCU account from our names to Lou and Toni's.  We will all need to go to NFCU together to 

make the transfer and will need to bring an ID.   

Finance Report for the 4th Quarter 
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Visit Us Online At: 

http://www.asmc-cleveland.org/  

ASMC Cleveland Chapter 

http://www.asmconline.org/  

ASMC National  
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STAFF 
 

 Shayna McCauley — Editor 

Shayna.D.McCauley.civ@mail.mil  

 

Lance Jones—Editor 

bertie.l.jones4.civ@mail.mil 
 

 

John Giammo  

john.j.giammo.civ@mail.mil  
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Corporate Sponsorship Committee  James Caywood   

Luncheon Committee    Zachary Benzuck 

Luncheon Committee    Karen Poteat 

Special Events Committee   Sviatlana Alexander 
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Community Service Committee   Shellice Forrester 
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