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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
 

Fellow Members, 

Happy New Year! 

This is that time of year.  Resolutions are 
everywhere.  I’m not big on making resolutions.  
January is exciting for me because Jason and I take 
our yearly vacation to Jamaica.  At this time, we do 
reflex on the things we would like to achieve on our 
vacation. De-stress and “Sharpen the Saw” is always 

number one for us both. In addition, I would like to get in two workouts a day and 
read several books. 

Several years ago, I read a book by Dr. Ian Smith, titled Happy, Simple Steps to 
Getting the Most Out Of Life.  Happy examines the quality of life we live and the 
way we respond to life challenges that impact our state of happiness. There is an 
exercise in the book where you write down all the activities that you do in the 
course of a week.  The next step is to write the percentage of time that you invest in 
doing each activity.  The final step is to check the activities that make you happy.  
The goal from this exercise is to see how you invest your time. At the time I read the 
book, I was only investing 30% of my time doing the things that I love. My 
percentage has increased significantly since then. 

For the next 10 days (while on vacation) I will invest 100% in doing things that 
make me happy.  If only I could bottle it up and bring it back with me.  What I will 
bring back from vacation is the mind set to live in the moment.  One of my favorite 
quotes form the book is “Happiness isn’t the too-brief rush that comes from getting 
something you’ve wanted—it’s the lasting great feeling that comes from becoming 
someone you want to be…..”  

If you completed the exercise, what would be your percentage? 

Sincerely, 

Frankie 

Save the Date: 

ASMC Cleveland Chapter  

February luncheon on 

Wednesday, 19 February 2015 at 

the Cleveland Public Library 

featuring Ms. Kimberlee Brisset. 

 

 

ASMC Service Event: St. 

Patrick’s Hunger Center located 

at 3610 Bridge Avenue on 

Wednesday, 18 February 2015 at 

5:30 pm. 

 

 

Future Meeting Announcements 

 
ASMC Board Meeting on  

Tuesday, 24 February 2015 at 
3:00 pm in room 2911G.  
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“Dream on Kids” Foundation 

By: B. Lance Jones III 

ASMC Cleveland Chapter celebrated the holiday season with an 
evening social event that really emulated the holiday spirit! While 
the food and hospitality of the host and hostess at the Cleveland 
Chop were extraordinary, the real treat of the evening was the 
presentation by our guest speaker, Ms. Mim Conway, Executive 
Director of “Dream on Kids” foundation.  

The Dream on Kids foundation was established in 2008 with initial 
donations earmarked to benefit a first grade classroom at Hannah 
Gibbons-Nottingham Elementary School in the Cleveland 
Metropolitan School District. The foundation’s mission statement 
is to assist the Dream on Kids to graduate high school on 
time (2020), to enroll in post secondary programs that lead 
to employment, and to financially support themselves 
through employment. To achieve their mission, the 
foundation and volunteers provide the Dream on Kids with 
extracurricular activities that lead to academic success (i.e. 
summer camp, tutors, parent support group), develop a 
community of support including the Dream on Kids 
families (Hanna Gibbons-Nottingham School, art and 
recreation centers), fundraise and write grants to fund 
these activities and support groups.  

Ms. Conway stated that she feels that while the kids 
and families of the Dream on Kids are grateful to be 
supported by such an active foundation, she feels that 
she has received the greatest blessing of seeing these 
kids work so hard to accomplish the mission – on track 
to graduate on time (2020), enroll in post secondary 
programs for employment, and become independently 
financially secure through employment. Ms. Conway 
stated that some of the selected children have moved out of the greater Cleveland 
area; but that hasn’t stopped the foundation from keeping up with those kids! She 
states that the foundation made a promise to each child regardless of where life takes 
them. So through the help of technology, volunteers, and donations she has been 
able to follow those kids locally and abroad. 

SOCIAL EVENT 

HOLIDAY DINNER 
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The FY2016 DoD base budget request totals $534.3 billion for discretionary budget authority, $38.2 billion higher 
than the amount enacted in FY2015 ($496.1 billion). 

The budget request also includes $50.9 billion for Overseas Contingency Operations (OCO), about $13.3 lower 
than the FY2015 enacted amount.   

While the FY2016 budget request is essentially the same as that included in the FY2015 budget plan, DoD’s  
five-year budget plan for FY2016 to FY2020 is $15.5 billion higher than planned last year. (Read full story.) 
See more Defense and Budget Financial Management Highlights on the ASMC website (www.asmconline.org). 

 Presidential order implements 1% pay raise for federal civilian employees and military personnel  

 Nominations currently being accepted for ASMC National Awards  

 FY 2016 federal budget will be released on Tuesday, Feb 2 
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FY2016 DoD base budget request totals $534.3 billion 

Message from the Executive Director 
From Al Runnels 

 
Greetings to our ASMC Members – 
Below are a few items and happenings for your information. Should you have any questions regarding any of the details  
below, please do not hesitate to contact me.  As always, thank you for your continued service and dedication to ASMC. 
 
CDFM Enrollment: 50% off!  
As a reminder to non-CDFMs and Non-CDFM Program Enrollees, ASMC HQ is pleased to announce that for the 
month of January 2015, we are providing ASMC members a 50% discount ($40 to $20 for the two year enrollment) in 
our Certified Defense Financial Manager (CDFM) Enrollment Fee. To find out how to take advantage of this discount, 
read more here. 
 
Member Profile Updates  
 
Are you receiving all the latest information from ASMC National HQ? Read more about updating your member profile 
here. 
 
2015 PDI  
Plan to join us in New Orleans May 27-29th at the 2015 National PDI! This year’s PDI will offer the same great pro-
gramming you have come to expect from ASMC. Read more about PDI 2015 here. 

http://www.asmconline.org/2015/02/fy2016-dod-base-budget-request-totals-534-3-billion/
http://www.asmconline.org
http://www.asmconline.org/2014/12/presidential-order-implements-1-pay-raise-for-federal-civilian-employees-and-military-personnel/
http://www.asmconline.org/2015/01/nominations-currently-being-accepted-for-asmc-national-awards/
http://www.asmconline.org/2015/01/fy-2016-federal-budget-will-be-released-on-tuesday-feb-2/
http://asmc.informz.net/informzdataservice/onlineversion/ind/bWFpbGluZ2luc3RhbmNlaWQ9NDU0MTExMSZzdWJzY3JpYmVyaWQ9MTAyODQ3OTQxOQ==#CDFM
http://asmc.informz.net/informzdataservice/onlineversion/ind/bWFpbGluZ2luc3RhbmNlaWQ9NDU0MTExMSZzdWJzY3JpYmVyaWQ9MTAyODQ3OTQxOQ==#MemberProfile
http://asmc.informz.net/informzdataservice/onlineversion/ind/bWFpbGluZ2luc3RhbmNlaWQ9NDU0MTExMSZzdWJzY3JpYmVyaWQ9MTAyODQ3OTQxOQ==#2015PDI
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT - Toni Blevins     

By: John Giammo 

Ladies and gentlemen, meet Ms. Toni Blevins.  Toni began her 
federal career with DFAS in 2007 as an Accounting Technician in 
the Accounts Receivable department.  She briefly served as a Lead 
Technician before being selected for the Leaders-In-Motion (LIM) 
program in 2010.  Upon graduation from the LIM program, Toni 
was permanently placed in Audit Readiness, where she is currently 
part of the Federal Information System Controls Audit Manual 
(FISCAM) team.  

 
In addition, Toni earned her Green Belt certification for a project 
involving check payment alternatives for public reimbursable orders, 
which reduced check payments received by Accounts Receivable by 
providing an electronic payment option. 

 
Regarding academic accomplishments, Toni graduated from Bowling 
Green State University in 2003 with a Bachelor’s degree in Business 
Administration/Finance.  In May 2014, Toni graduated from 
Cleveland State University with a Master of Business Administration 
(MBA) degree with a focus on Accounting.   
 
Toni became a member of ASMC in March 2014.  She joined the 
organization because she noticed how active and engaged its members 
are with DFAS and the community.  Toni currently serves on the 
Education Committee, which is subcommittee of Programs.  She also 
is working towards the Certified Defense Financial Manager (CDFM) 
certification. 
 
In her spare time, Toni enjoys spending time with family, friends, 
and her loveable dog named Bailey.  Besides decorating cakes, 
crocheting, and fishing, she likes attending sporting events, concerts 
and events at Playhouse Square.   
 
Finally, Toni’s favorite quote is by Dolly Parton: “If you see someone 
without a smile, give them yours.” 
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Member Appreciation Luncheon and Awards 

5 Year Awards 

Zachary A. Bendzuck 
Sandra M. Blair 
Frankie R. Denmeade 
Laura A. Farrell, CDFM 
Lawrence E. Felts 
Shellice N. Forrester 
Stephanie Flynn, CDFM 
Tina M. Griffith, CDFM 
Deborah J. Heaton 
Charisse Hogan 
Lance Jones 
Keela Lawrence  
Monte E. Mitchell 
Laurel R. Nawalanic 
Randall Ohler 
Maria E. Pajak 
Jene A. Philippy 
David M. Romano 
Jessica Rust, CDFM 
Khemeo M. Sahye 
Lisa Scurlock 
Amanda E. Serne 
Ryan P. Serne 
Erin F. Simon 
Charvez Forte’ Walker 
Jaime Zachar 

10 Year Awards 

Robbie A. Milledge 
Gregory A. Schneider 
Herbert D. Sill 

15 Year Awards 

Judith R. Arlow 
Helene M. Fellows 

20 Year Awards 

Karen M. Gens 
Donald Lesiak  
David L. Rose 

CDFM Receipients 

Shana Gronostaj, CDFM 
Luke T. Kirkham, CDFM 
Robert J. Kubec, Jr., CDFM 
Cheryl A. Weagraff, CDFM 
 

MVPs (Special Awards) 

John Giammo:  In recognition of exceptional support 
to the Marketing and Newsletter Committees for the 
American Society of Military Comptrollers Cleveland 
Chapter 
 
Shayna McCauley:  In recognition of excellence serving 
as Newsletter Editor for the Cleveland Chapter of the 
American Society of Military Comptrollers  
 
Deborah Johnson:  In recognition of member  
recruitment and overall participation for the American 
Society of Military Comptrollers Cleveland Chapter 
 
Erin Laughlin:  In recognition of member recruitment, 
CDFM support and overall participation for the  
American Society of Military Comptrollers Cleveland 
Chapter 
 
Kyle Boehnlein:  In recognition of outstanding support 
to the Treasury Committee assisting with luncheons 
and bookkeeping for the American Society of Military 
Comptrollers Cleveland Chapter 
 
Sviatlana Alexander:  In recognition of outstanding 
support of the Social and Special Events Committee 
for the American Society of Military Comptrollers 
Cleveland Chapter  
 
Zachary Bendzuck:  In recognition of continued  
support of the Luncheon Committee for the American 
Society of Military Comptrollers Cleveland Chapter  
 
Sandra Johnson:  
In recognition of continued support and dedication for 
attending monthly luncheons for the American Society 
of Military Comptrollers Cleveland Chapter  
 
Shellice Forrester-Community Service 
 
Ryan Serne-Community Service 
 
Jessica Huff-Community Service 
 
Rechelle Williams-Community Service 
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Thank you letter from Frontline Services:  
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ASMC BOARD MEETING MINTUES  

ASMC Board Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday January 27, 2015 

3:00-4:00PM 2911G 

 

Attendees: Frankie Denmeade, Jason Denmeade, Jessica Rust, Elena Baykal, Ryan Serne, Bryan Conway, Khemeo Sahye, Erin Laughlin, Laura Farrell. 

Kyle Boehnlein, John Giammo, Kevin Spotz, Rechelle Williams. 

President 

Khemeo Sahye, VP of Nominations is leaving DFAS on 6 February. Thank you Khemeo for your great work and service.  

Good luck in your new beginnings! 

Thank you Community Services Team for successful collection of toys for holiday gifts CAP Kids 

We are planning a join luncheon and PDI with AGA more to come 

Everyone, please do some research for 5K events around the city 

If anyone wants to buy ASMC T-shirts please contact Bryan 

Nominations/Scholarship 

Scholarship submission date is extended to April 3, 2015 

Need to send attendees of Education seminar CPEs 

Membership 

Membership appreciation luncheon was successful 

Several people received awards for being members and being active in the chapter 

Program 

Working with AGA on the joint PDI more to come 

Next Luncheon is in February 

5K Run/Walk 

New ASMC T-shirts will sell through Monday, 40 sold so far 

Looking for new opportunities to join scheduled 5Ks in the city  so we have less expenses and promote cause 

Everyone please research 

Treasury 

Second Quarter was submitted for newsletter 

Experiencing some issues with square for luncheon payments 

Service 

CAP Kids,100 kids received toys for the holidays, received Thank You letter 

Last week event at St. Herman’s included 5 ASMC members  

St. Pat’s is scheduled for February 18 

CDFM 

Onsite CDFM exam offerings: Module 2- March 25, Module 3- May 20  

ASMC CLEVELAND TIMES 
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ASMC BOARD MEETING MINTUES cont.  

 ASMC Cleveland Chapter Second Quarter Report 
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STAFF 

 
 Shayna McCauley — Editor 
Shayna.McCauley@dfas.mil 

 

Lance Jones—Editor 

Bertie.Jones@dfas.mil 

 

John Giammo  

John.Giammo@dfas.mil 

 

Kevin Spotz 

Kevin.Spotz@dfas.mil 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  

President      Frankie Denmeade 

President-Elect    Lou Ockunzzi 

Vice President—Membership   Charvez Walker 

Vice President—Programs   Amanda Preis 

Vice President—Nominations   Khemeo Sahye 

Treasurer     Laura Farrell 

Secretary      Elena Baykal 

Past President’s Advisory Board  Jessica Rust Jason Denmeade 

    Jaclyn Donadio Jeff Hayden 

  

COMMITTEE MEMBERS  

Membership Committee    Kim Bennett 

Membership Committee   Monte Mitchell 

Membership Committee   Deborah Johnson  

Education/Scholarship Committee  Toni Blevins 

Education/Scholarship Committee  Greg Scruggs  

Education/Scholarship Committee  Lawrence Walton 

Treasurer Committee     Kyle Boehnlein 

Marketing Committee    John Giammo 

Corporate Sponsorship Committee  James Caywood   

Luncheon Committee    Zachary Benzuck 

Luncheon Committee    Karen Poteat 

Special Events Committee   Sviatlana Alexander 

Community Service Committee   Jessica Huff 

Community Service Committee   Shellice Forrester 

Community Service Committee   Ryan Serne 

Community Service Committee   Rechelle Williams 

CDFM Committee    Erin Laughlin  

CDFM Committee    Tonya Peterson 

CDFM Committee    Jason Ward 

Military Liaison Committee   Larry Felts 

Military Liaison Committee   Francisco Rivera-Hernández    

Strategic Micro Application Development Committee Joel Lawwell 

Project Management Committee      Bryan Conway 

Webmaster Committee   Steven Murfee 

Local PDI      John Smits 

Visit Us Online At: 

http://www.asmc-cleveland.org/  

ASMC Cleveland Chapter 

http://www.asmconline.org/  

ASMC National  
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