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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
Greetings ASMC members! 

This special edition of the ASMC Cleveland Times introduces you 

to the nominees for our Chapter’s officer positions. I highly  

encourage you to read through the bios provided here before you 

submit your votes for future officers.   

Reminders: 

 Voting for the 2014/2015 program year Chapter officers runs 

from 29 April through 9 May.   

 
 Registration is open for The Essential Run, the Chapter’s 2nd 

annual 5k run/1 mile walk!  Saturday, 10 May, 10 AM, at the 
West Side Irish American Club in Olmsted Township.   

         Proceeds benefit the Wounded Warrior Project and the St. 
Augustine Hunger Center.  Register here: http://www.zapevent.com/ListActivities.aspx?eventid=5016. 
 
Upcoming events: 

 The May Luncheon, featuring the Director of DFAS Cleveland, Mr. Thomas Murphy, is scheduled to 

take place on 7 May at the City Club of Cleveland.  Watch your email for additional details. 

 We will be co-hosting a 1-day Professional Development Institute (PDI) with the local chapter of the  

         Association of Government Accountants (AGA) on Wednesday, 11 June, at the Cleveland  

Convention  Center.  Be on the lookout for registration information and special instructions. 

 DFAS Cleveland Operations employees wishing to attend will be asked to  

        complete a Survey Monkey survey.  Final attendance approval will be vetted by  

        DFAS-CL  

        management. 

 All others will register via the AGA Cleveland Chapter’s website. 

I look forward to seeing you at these events! 

Jessica Kearney Rust 

ASMC Cleveland Chapter President 

Save the Date: 

 
May luncheon on Wednesday, 
 7 May 2014 featuring DFAS  

Cleveland Site Director Mr. Tom  
Murphy. Luncheon will be held at 

City Club of Cleveland at 11:30 am. 
 
 

ASMC Cleveland Chapter 2nd 
Annual 5K Race/1 Mile Walk on 
Saturday, 10 May 2014 at 9:00 am 
at the West Side Irish-American 

Club.  
 

 

Future Meeting Announcements: 
 

ASMC Board Meeting 
On Tuesday, 20 May 2014 at  

10:00 am in room 2669B. 
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CANDIDATE FOR PRESIDENT ELECT 

LOU OCKUNZZI 
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Lou Ockunzzi was recently reappointed to serve as the Director, Finance Operations at 
DFAS Cleveland.  Prior to this recent appointment, he served as the Director, Corporate 
Systems – a DFAS-wide position – for two years.  He also served as the Director, 
Accounting Operations at DFAS Cleveland from 2006-2009. 
 
Lou graduated from the College of Wooster in Wooster, Ohio with a B.A. in Psychology 
and earned a master’s degree in Public Administration from Cleveland State University.  
He is a Certified Government Financial Manager. 
 
Lou joined DFAS in 1995 after ten years with the Government Accountability Office 
(formerly the General Accounting Office).  While at GAO, he worked on audits related to 
Medicare, Navy Computer Systems, Department of Labor Training Programs, and various 

financial audits at the federal, state and local levels. 
 
Lou has been married to Amy, a registered nurse, for 32 years and has two sons: Scott (28) and Zachary (23).  His outside  
interests include stamp collecting, playing basketball, and volunteering with his church and at the West Side Catholic Center.  He is 
active with both ASMC and AGA, having been a member of both organizations for over 10 years. 

CANDIDATES FOR VICE PRESIDENT—MEMBERSHIP 

CRISTIE SHIVELY 

 

Cristie Shively started her career at DFAS in July 2010 as a LIM after receiving 
her B.S. degree in Accountancy/Finance from Ferris State University. She is  
currently working as an Accountant in the Audit Readiness Department as the 
lead on the Military Pay SSAE 16. She has been a member of ASMC since  
December 2012 and is currently serving on the Community Service Committee. 
Cristie recently received her certification as a Certified Public Accountant (CPA) 
and is now working towards obtaining her Certified Defense Financial Manager 
(CDFM) certification.  
 
When Cristie is not at DFAS she enjoys horseback riding, traveling, cooking, and 
the great outdoors!  
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CANDIDATES FOR VICE PRESIDENT—MEMBERSHIP (CONT.) 

 
Charvez Walker started her career at DFAS Cleveland in July 2010 and works 
permanently in I&T where her efforts are focused on FISCAM/iControl with 
Corporate Systems.     
 
Charvez’s “gifts” include creativity, planning, and organization and she has a  
passion for reading, writing, and traveling.  She has previously served under the 
Treasurer as Corporate Sponsorship chair, Scholarship committee member, and 
2013 served as VP of Membership. Charvez’s desire is to continue to serve in this 
capacity and improve membership by diversifying and offering development  
opportunities for members.  

CHARVEZ WALKER 

LARRY WALTON 

 

Larry has been active with the Cleveland Chapter of ASMC since joining in 2011, 
most recently on the Education/Scholarship committee.  He has 13 years’ experience 
in DoD Financial Management.  He has over 8 years experience as a Non  
Commissioned Officer in the Air Force, in the Accounting & Finance field and over 
4 years experience at DFAS Cleveland.  He is currently a Systems Accountant in  
Systems Operations.  Larry has held an accountant position in the manufacturing 
industry in Akron along with a staff accountant position in a CPA firm in New 
Hampshire.   
 
He has been active in leadership positions within his local church most recently as  
President of the Board.  Larry recently concluded 12 years of volunteer service with a 
non-profit group where he was a founding member and served as Treasurer for over 
10 years. 

Larry is currently in the LIM program on a six month rotation in the Front Office.   

He earned his CDFM in April 2011.  Larry holds a Bachelor of Science in Finance 
from Walsh University along with an Associates of Applied Science in Accounting from New Hampshire Vocational Technical 
College. 
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CANDIDATE FOR VICE PRESIDENT— PROGRAMS 

 
Amanda has worked for DFAS since 2008 and has been a member of ASMC since then as well. 
Amanda currently works in Garnishment Operations as a Financial System Specialist.  Prior to  
accepting her current position, she spent most of her career at DFAS in Military Pay.  

Since Amanda joined ASMC in 2008, she has always been very involved within the Cleveland  
Chapter.  Before serving in her current role as Vice President of Programs, Amanda served as the 
Community Service Co-Chair for three years.  As the co-chair she greatly enjoyed planning the 
Chapter’s participation in various charitable events.  Now in her role as VP of Programs,  
Amanda has shifted to working with her committees to organize educational, professional  
development, and social events for the Chapter.  As part of ASMC,  Amanda also served as the  
secretary on the National ASMC Planning Committee when the Cleveland Chapter co-hosted 
the National PDI in 2011.  She is proud of what she has seen the chapter accomplish over the 
years and hopes to contribute to its bright future by continuing in her leadership role. 
 

Amanda attended Miami University of Ohio, where she earned her undergraduate degree in 2007.  She continued her studies 
and obtained her MBA from Cleveland State University in 2011. She is also currently working toward earning her CDFM. In 
her spare time, Amanda likes to travel, bake and cheer on her Cleveland sports teams! She also loves living in downtown  
Cleveland with her husband and spending time with family and friends! 
 

AMANDA SERNE 

CANDIDATES FOR VICE PRESIDENT— NOMINATIONS 

NICOLE BALEK  

My name is Nicole Balek. I work in the Retired and Annuitant Pay-General Processing Department as a Military Pay  
Technician and have been at DFAS since January 2010.  My Greenbelt certification was received 
in January 2014, which was a project that increased overall MyPay enrollment.  I volunteered to 
represent our team and briefed Mr. Murphy and Mr. Edwards.  

I hold an associates degree in Information Technology from Ohio Business College, where I am 
also CompTIA Certified in A+, Security +, and Networking. In addition, I possess an associates 
degree in Business Administration and Accounting. My current goal is to continue to pursue my 
bachelors degree in Business Administration from Ashford University and graduate in December 
2014.  After earning this degree, I plan to pursue the CDFM.  

My ASMC membership began in June 2013, and I am currently part of the ASMC  
Education/Scholarship Committee, which is part of the Nominations Committee.  Besides 
ASMC, I am an active member of DFAS Cleveland Toastmasters Club #789 and a committee 
member for the Rock Star Awards Program.   



CANDIDATES FOR VICE PRESIDENT— NOMINATIONS (CONT.) 
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(Nicole Balek cont.) 
 
Community service also is important to me. I volunteer for various organizations such as the Cleveland Foodbank,  
Make-A-Wish Foundation and Step Out for Diabetes. 
 
During football season, I work as a supervisor for Contemporary Services Corporation, which is a contractor of the Cleveland 
Browns. I oversee and supervise groups of approximately 30 personnel who assist with ticket taking, seating, and security for 
home games. 
 
With my proven leadership, relevant experience and strong credentials, I am ready to serve as the next Vice President of  
Nominations for the ASMC Cleveland Chapter.  
 

JESSICA HUFF 

 

Jessica Huff began her DFAS career in 2009 as an Accountant in Departmental  
Reporting. In 2012, she joined the Audit Readiness Team where she led the MilPay 
SSAE 16 Assertion efforts for the Active Component and currently leads the MilPay 
and RWO Examination efforts.  She has also served in the leadership role of an OAS 
Facilitator, where she listened to and documented fellow employees’ concerns and  
presented to upper management. 

Jessica earned her bachelor’s degree in Accountancy, as well as her master’s in Business 
Administration from John Carroll University.  Also, she is a Certified Public  
Accountant.  Prior to joining DFAS, she worked as an auditor for Ernst & Young and 
Progressive Insurance.  Jessica has served on the Community Service Committee for 
ASMC since 2013. 

Jessica’s pride and joy is her family, especially her 3 ½ yr. old daughter and 12  
month-old son.  She also enjoys working out, travelling, and being under the sun at the 
beach in the summer. 
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CANDIDATES FOR VICE PRESIDENT— NOMINATIONS (CONT.) 

Khemeo Sahye has been employed with the Defense Finance and Accounting Service (DFAS) 
since 2006.  She is a Financial Management Analyst currently working in Systems  
Operations.  She has been a member of ASMC since 2010 and served on the  
Education/Scholarship Committee in 2012.  She is the current VP of Nominations which 
focuses on providing scholarships to high school seniors, college students, and ASMC  
members attending college.  In this role, she has worked closely with high school and  
college administrators in an effort to provide a financial benefit to students.  She has also built 
relationships with organizations in the City of Cleveland to assist in promoting the ASMC 
high school scholarship to seniors.   

She is an active member of Toastmasters International and is involved in various activities 
around the agency.  Khemeo received a bachelor’s degree in Accounting from Indiana  
Wesleyan University and is currently pursuing her master’s degree in Business  
Administration with an emphasis in Information Systems from Ashford University.  She is in 

the process of obtaining her Certified Defense Financial Manager (CDFM) certification, and Security+ certification. 
 
Khemeo has an outgoing personality and enjoys being in the company of others.  She takes pride in networking and  
understands the importance of making others feel valued.  She loves to travel, shop, fashion design, and fitness activities. 

CANDIDATES FOR TREASURER 

 

I am a Certified Public Accountant and I have been a member of ASMC since 2011. 

Since then I have been actively engaged as a member participating in nearly every  

community service event as well as our monthly luncheons and social events. I have 

served on the board as a member of the treasury team and am currently the head of  

Community Service. I really enjoy participating in ASMC events because they offer a 

range of benefits to us as members.  It has been a great joy acting as the head of  

Community Service and I wish to move into the Treasurer position to help ASMC move 

forward into an even brighter future! 

 

KYLE BOEHNLEIN 

K KHEMEO SAHYE 
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CANDIDATES FOR TREASURER (CONT.) 

NICOLE DEWALT 

 
My name is Nicole "Nicci" DeWalt and I have worked for DFAS for five and half 
years.  Prior to that, I was a contractor for DFAS supporting Navy systems such as 
STARS and OnePay as well as defense systems such as the Standard Procurement  
System (SPS) and Wide Area Work Flow (WAWF).  For the last four years, I have 
been the systems manager for the OnePay system and I am currently transitioning to a 
supervisor position also within I&T - Accounting Services. 
 
I am married with two beautiful boys, ages 4 and 5 and live in Broadview Heights, 
Ohio.  I have recently begun working on a MS for Information & Technology with a 
Project Management emphasis.  Previously, I have studied Business Administration 
and worked toward a master's in Accountancy.  I have been an ASMC member for 
five years and hope to work towards my CDFM certification this year. 
 

LAURA FARRELL 

 
 
Laura is working towards her MBA with a focus in Accounting at Cleveland State  
University and will graduate in May 2014.  In July 2010, she was hired by DFAS into the 
Leaders-in-Motion (LIM) Program. She has been a member of the ASMC Cleveland  
Chapter since August 2010 and has previously volunteered in the chapter on the CDFM 
Committee and as an assistant to the Treasurer.   
 
She believes her previous experience working with the Treasurer will help her in the  
nominated role.  Laura currently works as a Budget Analyst in the Site Support  
Resource Management Office. In her spare time, she enjoys reading, running, watching 
Ohio State and Cleveland sports, and spending time with family and friends.  



 

 

CANDIDATES FOR SECRETARY 
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ELENA BAYKAL 

 
Elena joined ASMC in the fall of 2011 and she enjoys being active with the Chapter. Elena has a bachelors degree in  
International Business and Accounting/Finance from Youngstown State and master’s in Accountancy from Cleveland State 
University.  Previously, Elena worked for a CPA firm and joined DFAS in the summer of 2009.  She has worked in different 
areas of DFAS while in the LIM program and learned a lot about culture and the daily business of DFAS.  Currently, Elena 
works in I&T AAA, enjoys her work and likes to meet new people on different projects.  Outside of work, Elena enjoys  
traveling and eating different cuisines.  She appreciates everything and everyone that life sends her. 
 

 
Sviatlana Alexander is a Secretary with DFAS Cleveland.  She assumed this  
position in February 2014 and is responsible for providing administrative support to 
the Director and the Deputy Director of Accounting Operations.  Previously, she held 
a Secretary position to support the Deputy Director of DFAS Cleveland. She joined 
ASMC in January 2013 and is actively involved in the social committee.  Prior to  
joining DFAS she provided administrative support to the Comptroller for the  
Resources Directorate in US Africa Command and to the Deputy Director of Security  
Cooperation Directorate in US European Command.   
 
She has very outgoing personality and considers herself a “social bug”! 

SVIATLANA ALEXANDER 

 
           *******VOTING REMINDER!******* 
 
Voting for the ASMC 2014 Officer positions will begin April 29, 2014  and end May 9, 2014.  This will provide ample time 
for members to familiarize themselves with the nominees.  Please note date changes below: 
 

Officer voting: April 29, 2014 – May 9, 2014 
Elected officers announced to ASMC Cleveland Chapter members on May 16, 2014 
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Shayna McCauley — Editor 
Shayna.McCauley@dfas.mil 

216.204.3286 

John Giammo  

John.Giammo@dfas.mil 

216.204.2621 

 

Kevin Spotz 

Kevin.Spotz@dfas.mil 

216.204.3248 

Visit Us Online At: 

http://www.asmc-cleveland.org/  

ASMC Cleveland Chapter 

http://www.asmconline.org/  

ASMC National  

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  

COMMITTEE MEMBERS  

Membership     Kim Bennett 

Membership    Danielle Geyer 

Membership    Lance Jones 

Local PDI      Elena Baykal 

Local PDI     Kim Carpenter 

Local PDI     David Rose 

Education/Scholarship    Nicole Balek 

Education/Scholarship    Greg Scruggs 

Education/Scholarship    Lawrence Walton 

Treasurer      Laura Farrell 

Marketing      John Giammo 

Corporate Sponsorship    Shannon Richardson 

Luncheon Committee    Zachary Bendzuck 

Special Events    George Harris 

Special Events    Sviatlana Alexander 

Community Service     Kyle Boehnlein 

Community Service     Jessica Huff 

Community Service     Ryan Serne 

Community Service     Cristie Shivley 

CDFM     Erin Laughlin 

CDFM     Tonya Peterson 

CDFM      Jason Ward 

Military Liaison    Larry Felts 

Military Liaison    Francisco Rivera-Hernández    

Strategic Micro Application Development  Joel Lawwell 

Project Management Committee       Bryan Conway 

Webmaster     Adam Haldiman 

Webmaster     Josh Miller 

President      Jessica Rust 

President-Elect    Frankie Denmeade 

Vice President—Membership   Charvez Walker 

Vice President—Programs   Amanda Preis 

Vice President—Nominations   Khemeo Sahye 

Treasurer     Jason Denmeade 

Secretary      Elena Baykal 

Past President’s Advisory Board   Jaclyn Donadio  

     Jason Denmeade 

     Jeff Hayden 
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