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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  

 

Greetings, ASMC members! 

It’s that time of year again – time to choose our officers for the next program year.  I encourage 

each of you to read over the nominee bios in this special edition of the ASMC Cleveland Times.  

Think about where you want the chapter to go and who will be the best candidates to make that 

future happen (and, as always, feel free to share with me any suggestions for what you’d like to see 

the chapter do).  

 

I look forward to hearing from you and sharing election results with you later this month.  

Respectfully, 

Jessica Kearney Rust 

President, ASMC Cleveland Chapter 

 

P.S. – Our first 5k was a huge success (despite the snow)!  Thanks to all who came out to support 

two worthy causes – the Wounded Warrior Project and St. Augustine’s Hunger Center.  The 

chapter, in conjunction with the West Side Irish America Club, made a $200 donation to each of 

these fine organizations.  A special thanks goes out to Bryan Conway, who provided the vision and 

planning for this event – awesome job, Bryan! 

 

Save the Date: 

Voting for the ASMC Officers 

will be from 6 May to 17 May 

2013. 
 

 

Module 2 for CDFM Exam will 

be hosted on-site on  

Wednesday, 26 June 2013.  

Time and location  TBD.  

 

 

Future Meeting Announcements: 
 

ASMC Board Meeting 

Tuesday, 28 May 2013 

9:00 am - 10:00 am 

Room 2911 G 
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Charvez Walker started her career at the DFAS in July 2010 in the LIM  

program.  She works permanently in I&T where her efforts are focused on  

FISCAM with Corporate Systems.  She is currently working on her doctorate, 

studying the relationship of student loan debt to overall debt rates in the NEO 

region.  Her previous work experience includes marketing with Redbull N.A., 

executive relocation with SIRVA, and serving in the Army/Army Reserves, and 

as an entrepreneur- wedding planner.  Charvez “gifts” include creativity,  

planning, and organization and she has a passion for reading, writing, and  

traveling.  

CANDIDATE FOR VICE PRESIDENT — MEMBERSHIP    

Charvez Walker 

 

 

 

Frankie Denmeade began her career at DFAS in Indianapolis as a Computer Programmer 

after receiving a B.S. Degree in Computer Information Systems from Central State  

University, Wilberforce, Ohio. 

 

Frankie holds a Master’s Degree in Business Education from the University of Bridgeport in 

Connecticut. Frankie is a 2012 graduate of the Cleveland Federal Community Leadership 

Institute.  Frankie has worked for Garnishment Operations for the last 10 years. She began 

her career in Garnishment as a System Manager to her current position as Executive  

Assistant to the Director.  Frankie has served on the Community Service Team for ASMC. 

 

Frankie is a Certified Personal Trainer/Fitness Instructor and teaches classes in the Health and Improvement Center. 

Frankie is also an Entrepreneur who owns a Designer Consignment Boutique.  She is a marathon runner, completing 15 

full marathons.  Frankie has run 3 consecutive Boston Marathons. She enjoys spending time with her family and friends. 
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CANDIDATE  FOR VICE PRESIDENT — PROGRAMS 

 

 

My name is Amanda Preis and I have been a member of ASMC for five years and have served as 

the Community Service chair for the last three. Through this position, I have greatly enjoyed 

organizing various community service events for our chapter.  It has been an overall great  

experience which has allowed me to meet and work with many of you.  I now hope to serve the 

chapter in a new way as the VP of Programs.  I believe I can take what I learned from my  

previous position and apply these lessons to serving and planning new luncheons and events for 

our chapter.  I would appreciate your vote and thank you for your time!  

Amanda Preis 

 

 

 

Kim Carpenter has been employed with DFAS-CL 29 years and currently works in the 

MPO, Systems Liaison & Procedures as a Financial Systems Specialist where she  

provides services to the Accounting Department for inquiries regarding unmatched 

disbursements on lines of accounting from documentation provided by field services.  

Kim also acts as liaison for the pay technician regarding complex problems or  

questions on military pay, which may require system updates. 

 

Kim is currently on the Programs Committee for Local PDI.  Her skills include  

planning, organizing, leadership and communicative.  She is also a member of the 

DFAS Social Committee.  Kim has an MBA and BS in Accounting which was  

acquired from the University of Phoenix.  Her hobbies include reading, travel, dance and spending time with 

family. 

CANDIDATES  FOR VICE PRESIDENT— NOMINATIONS  

Kim Carpenter 
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CANDIDATES FOR VICE PRESIDENT— NOMINATIONS (CONT.) 

George Harris 

 

 

Friends, Americans, countrymen, lend me your ears; my name is George Harris and I am  

running for Vice President-Nominations!  I currently work for DFAS in the DDSS Business 

Management Office. I have been involved with ASMC  for the past two years as part of the 

programs committee.  As the Vice President-Nominations, I would be planning the election, 

and overseeing two committees. I have successfully held a very similar position in the past as 

Vice President of Internal Affairs for another organization.  So on Election Day remember to 

vote for me, George Harris. Thank you! 

 
Khemeo Sahye 

 

 

Khemeo Sahye has been employed with Defense Finance and Accounting Service (DFAS) 

since 2006.   She is a Financial Management Analyst currently working in Accounts 

Maintenance and Control (AM&C), but will be returning to Systems Operations in May 

2013.   She has been a member of ASMC since 2010 and held a position on the  

Nominations Committee for the 2012-2013 phase.  She is a member of Toastmasters  

International and is an active member on the Military Awareness and Pitch it to the 

BosSES committees within DFAS Cleveland.  Khemeo possesses a Bachelors degree in 

Accounting from Indiana Wesleyan University and is currently pursuing her Master’s 

degree in Business Information Systems from Ashford University.  She is in the process 

of obtaining her Certified Defense Financial Manager (CDFM) and Lean 6 Green Belt 

certifications as well.   
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CANDIDATES FOR VICE PRESIDENT— NOMINATIONS (CONT.) 

Greg Scruggs 

CANDIDATES FOR TREASURER POSITION 

 

I began my government career in the Air Force, where I worked in Financial Management.  I have an Associate's in Financial  

Management, a Bachelor's in Accounting, and a Master's in Business Administration.  I have obtained the designation as a Certified  

Defense Financial Manager, and have been a member of ASMC for two years.  I look forward to the opportunity to be more involved in 

the chapter. 

Shana Gronostaj 

 

Shana has been a member of ASMC since 2008, and is the current ASMC Treasurer.  While serving 

in her current role, Shana has streamlined the tracking of Chapter Finances by setting up online 

banking for the chapter as well as importing financial data into Quickbooks Online for more  

real-time reports and analysis.  Shana has a Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration (Major:  

Accounting) from Cleveland State University, and will be graduating with her Masters of Business 

Administration with an emphasis in Accounting in May.  She has been with DFAS since 2007, and 

currently works in the Site Support Office.   

 

I have been an active member of ASMC since starting here at DFAS in 2010. I am currently a 

CPA and hope to use my certification for the betterment of the Chapter.  While I’ve been a 

member I have participated in nearly every event from social to philanthropic. I have been  

working as the Corporate Sponsorship Head and Assistant Treasurer as of late.  I recently 

worked with Bryan Conway to help make the first ever ASMC Shamrock 5K run a success by 

going out and spreading the word about the race as much as possible as well as acting as a  

volunteer at the event itself.  

Kyle Boehnlein 
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 CANDIDATES  FOR TREASURER (CONT.) 

Elena Baykal 

 

 

Jason Denmeade has 20 years Federal experience including 7 years active duty Navy and 13 

years at DFAS.  He is a Persian Gulf Veteran having served four years as a shipboard  

accountant (Ship Serviceman)  onboard the USS Ticonderoga CG47; three years as a  

military police officer (Master-at-Arms) onboard the USS Independence CV62 and Naval 

Air Station Whidbey Island.    

 

Jason is a Systems Accountant with Enterprise Solutions and Standards, is a graduated 

DELPA (LIM) and has earned the Green Belt Certification. He has been a two term  

Chapter President for ASMC & AGA and also served as AGA Regional Vice-President for 

the Ohio-Michigan Region.  He has been the Executive Board Treasurer for the Federal 

Building Health Improvement Center since 2003.  Jason holds a BSBA specializing in  

Corporate Management from Myers University and an Associates degree in Accounting 

from Cuyahoga Community College.    

 

Jason Denmeade 

 

 

Hello, my name is Elena Baykal and I joined ASMC in the fall of 2011. I enjoy being active 

with the chapter. I work with luncheon committee, local PDI, and the Secretary position 

which I enjoy so much and would like to run for it again!   

My educational and professional background is so diverse, and I believe I would do a good job 

bringing you all the good news of everything that ASMC does, and all the tips and tools that 

ASMC has to offer to their members. I currently work in the Retired and Annuitant Pay 

PMO office where my daily tasks consist of social media, correspondence project, and many 

more short projects where I work to accomplish DFAS mission and help our retired military members. I am very excited to 

run again and thank for your time to read my bio!  

 

CANDIDATE FOR SECRETARY 
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 ASMC  

CLEVELAND TIMES STAFF 
 

 Shayna McCauley — Editor 

Shayna.McCauley@dfas.mil 

216.204.3286 

Michelle Bloom 

Michelle.Bloom@dfas.mil 

216.204.7243 

 

Donna Hardick 

Donna.Hardick@dfas.mil 

216.204.6681 

Matt Sylvain 

Matthew.Sylvain@dfas.mil 

216.204.2784 

Visit Us Online At: 

http://www.asmc-cleveland.org/  

ASMC Cleveland Chapter 

http://www.asmconline.org/  

ASMC National  

President     Jessica Rust 

Executive Assistant    Greg Scruggs 

Vice President—Membership   Jamie Kudary 

Vice President—Programs   Monte Mitchell 

Vice President—Nominations   Cheryl Halsey 

Treasurer     Shana Gronostaj 

Secretary      Elena Baykal 

Past President’s Advisory Board  Jaclyn Donadio   

     Jason Denmeade 

     Jeff Hayden 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  

COMMITTEE MEMBERS  

Membership     Diana Jin 

Membership     Lance Jones 

Membership    Shane Zigler 

Local PDI     Kim Carpenter 

Education/Scholarship   Shellice Forrester 

Education/Scholarship   Charvez Walker 

Treasurer     Kyle Boehnlein 

Marketing     John Giammo 

Strategic Committee   Michael Ciccolini 

Strategic Committee   Joseph Zachar 

Luncheon Committee   Zachary Benzuck 

Special Events    George Harris 

Special Events    Kim Hawley 

Community Service   Frankie Denmeade 

Community Service    Amanda Preis 

CDFM     Laura Farrell 

CDFM     Tonya Peterson 

CDFM      Jason Ward 

Military Liaison    Larry Felts 

Military Liaison    Keela Lawrence 

Military Liaison    Francisco Rivera-Hernández    
Strategic Micro Application Development Joel Lawwell 

Project Management Committee      Bryan Conway 

Webmaster    Dan Boss  
Webmaster     Adam Haldiman 


